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THE ASSEMBLY AT A GLANCE 


(Continued from last week) 


U. P. USA merger in first year is reported uniformly well re- 
ceived. .. . National Council unity described as not for the sake 
of unity, but for the sake of belief (John 17:21)... . Federated 
and United Churches plan is approved. . . . Plea is made for 
teamwork in support of Assembly’s budget. . . . ‘Double Pre- 
destination” paragraphs to be re-studied. . . . Synod of Florida 
Commission is reversed in Jacksonville case. . . . Survey growth 
to 206,000 is praised. . . . Book of Church Order study continues, 
with more suggestions being considered. . . . Amendments to 
standards on divorce and remarriage, after 63-13 approval by 
the presbyteries, are enacted. . . . Dissent from Cleveland study 
conference on Red China is voted, while right of such confer- 
ences to come to their own conclusions is upheld. . . . Favorable 
vote for National Council of Churches: 341-116, refusing sub- 
mission of the issue to the presbyteries. ... A. T. S. is changed 
to “Presbyterian School of Christian Education.”. . . New con- 
struction loan plan to aid church financing. . . . Television-radio 
opportunity considered of high priority. . . . Christian Relations 
report adopted without discussion. . . . Warning issued against 
marriage to Roman Catholics. . . . Study of involvement in mod- 
ern warfare authorized . . . also capital punishment. . . . Greater 
cooperation urged between physicians and ministers. . . . Next 
Assembly to meet in Jacksonville, Fla. 








Footnote to | Peter 2:9. 


we 


ROYAL PRIESTHOOD 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


HE MORE FAMILIAR we are 

with the Bible, the more likely we 
are to forget that not everyone is as 
familiar as we. Consequently when the 
Bible is read or when Bible language is 
used where ordinary Americans are 
around, explanations are called for. Some 
of the difficulties in understanding Scrip- 
ture vanish when it is translated into 
living English and not a stilted transla- 
tion-English of three hundred years ago. 
Other difficulties arise from complex or 
profound thoughts, as when we are try- 
ing to understand Saint Paul. Still other 
difficulties for the plain reader come from 
the fact that the Bible was written orig- 
inally by and for people who lived in a 
different culture from ours. Sometimes 
an expression that must have thrilled the 
original readers will leave the modern 
reader cold—maybe not because the 
thought is so difficult, or because of a 
stuffy translation, but simply because the 
world of that time has vanished. 


A good illustration of this third kind 
of difficulty is Saint Peter’s expression 
for church people: “A royal priesthood.” 
That must have given the first readers 
a tremendously exciting moment when 
they read or heard it read for the very 
first time. But very few American Chris- 
tians get so much as a gleam out of that 
expression, much less a thrill. 

Why is this? The plain fact is that 
neither word has power over our imagina- 
tions. The combination sounds rather 
grand in a poetic, archaic sort of way. 
But what, in plain English words, 
is a royal priesthood? We never saw 
one, we wouldn’t know where to find one 
outside of some African tribes perhaps. 
And we wouldn’t care to join one if we 
could. Kings and priests are out of date, 
so far as American Protestants are con- 
cerned. Kings are luxuries, very expen- 
sive luxuries too. They are relics of the 
past, they suggest pageantry, romantic 
days of old. For the majority of Ameri- 
cans, priests likewise are museum pieces. 
The word suggests mumbo-jumbo. It sug- 
gests tyranny too, for persons who have 
read history recall how many tyrants had 
priests on their side, how “throne” and 
“altar” supported each other, often 
against the common people. 





WOMEN’S WORK 


| would hate to think where 
our church would have been 
had we not had the organized, 
effective, enthusiastic service 
of our women over the past 50 
years.—PHILIP F. HOWER- 
TON in the retiring Modera- 
tor’s report. 








Christians have their favorite names 
for themselves, “Brethren, Disciples, 
Friends,” and so on. But did any reader 
ever run into a Christian who liked best 
to think of himself as a “Royal Priest” ? 


HE PRESENT WRITER does not 

flatter himself that he can rehabilitate 
an expression where better men have 
failed. We may as well resign ourselves 
to the psychological fact—that any word 
or expression that needs explaining will 
simply not have any emotional thrill 
about it. But maybe we could profitably 
inquire what it was about this expression, 
Royal Priesthood, that gave it such force 
when Saint Peter’s letter was new. 

First, that word Royal. It means regal, 
kingly, of course. Now what was the idea 
of a king? It was that of the top man. 
There was nobody else in a king’s class. 
Being a king was not something one 
“ran” for. One had to be born of the 
blood royal to be a king. Remember that 
most of the Christians to whom Saint 
Peter’s letter was written were (as we 
would say) from the wrong side of the 
railroad tracks. Christianity began at 
levels far below that of kings. So for 
these people to be told they were kings 
gave them the biggest kind of lift. 

There was more to it than that. A 
king was not an idle aristocrat—not the 
good ones at any rate. Kings’ sons had 
a rigorous education and discipline; they 
had to learn to be brave in great dangers; 
they had to learn to think ahead; they 
had, above all, to learn the habit of 
command. The king had, and was, the 
final and highest authority in his king- 
dom. 

Turn for a moment to “priesthood.” 
In all ancient lands, priesthoods were 
collective, whereas kings were individ- 
uals. Any particular country would have 
innumerable priests, but only one king. 
Priests, so to speak, were interchangeable, 
but kings were unique. If “Royal” sug- 
gested the supreme importance of each 
Christian separately, “Priesthood” sug- 
gested that all Christians together made 
up one single group. 

Not only that. Priests never existed 
for themselves alone. Buddhist priests 
may, but not the priests of Israel, not the 
Christian, the royal priesthood. The 
priest had a very high function, a double 
one: to bring God to men, and to present 
men before God. The priest existed for 
the sake of others, indeed for the very 
highest welfare of others, for there is 
no greater service one human being can 
perform for another, than to bring the 
man and God together. 

The priest, moreover, represented God 
in a special way. When he extended his 
arms in blessing, the people took it as 


the blessing of God in person. When he 
taught, he was accepted as the teacher 
of the law of God. Whatever light of 
God shone on the way of the ordinary 
man, the priest was the torchbearer. 

If no ordinary mortal, least of all the 
humble people to whom Saint Peter 
wrote, could aspire to become a king, 
likewise no one not a priest could expect 
to become a priest. Priesthoods were 
hereditary guilds, and outsiders could 
not break in. 

Now, to be told that they were a royal 
priesthood, meant—‘All the wonderful 
powers and privileges of kings and priests 
are yours. You may seem like very or- 
dinary people, but you are not. God has 
shown you his mercy, he has brought 
you hope, he called you from darkness to 
light. You are, here and now, a royal 
priesthood; lift up your heads, lift up 
your hearts!” 


UT CAN THIS still mean something 

for us today? The words are strange, 
but is there truth beneath the language 
borrowed from the glamor of a bygone 
age? By all means; though each reader 
must think this out individually. I will 
jot down a few thoughts which may serve 
as starting-points for meditation: 

Kings . . . Christians the top class of 
human beings . . . Kings . . . noblesse 
oblige; Christians not to be an idle set or 
merely ornamental people . . . Priests. 
... All Christians knit together, “‘all one 
body we” ... priests: Christians not 
existing for themselves alone . . . Chris- 
tians bringing men and God together, 
God’s personal representatives here on 
earth . . . Christians a community of 
intercessory prayer . . . Christians, their 
highest interest not to secure their own 
salvation but to be a means of salvation 
from God for others. . . . Christians: at 
the same time the most highly privileged 
class of the human race, and charged 
with the most awesome and lofty respon- 
sibilities. 


One Presbyterian Is 
Among Astronauts 


Among the seven men chosen to under- 
go training as the first spacemen is one 
Presbyterian—Lt. Col. John H. Glenn, 
Jr., New Concord, Ohio, a Marine Corps 
aviator. Questioned by reporters, Colonel 
Glenn said he taught a Sunday school 
class in Pawtucket, R. I., while stationed 
there. 

“A lot of pilots take a fatalistic atti- 
tude,”’ he said, “but that is not what I 
believe. If I make the best use of my 
talents and capabilities, a Power greater 
than I will take care of me.” 

A decorated hero of World War II 
and Korea, Col. Glenn attended Mus- 
kingum College in New Concord, 2 
United Presbyterian school. He and his 
wife and two children attend Little Falls 
Presbyterian Church, Arlington, Va. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 








A “DYNAMIC MOVEMENT to overcome 
differences between denominations which 
will challenge all generations’ was 
called for by Keith R. Bridston, secre- 
tary of the World Council of Churches 
Commission on Faith and Order, at a 
recent Buck Hill Falls, Pa., meeting. . . 
Emory UNIVERSITY expects to accept 
three federal fellowships offered in the 
field of Old Testament despite criticism 
of its action. President S. Walter Mar- 
tin said he sees no violation of church- 
state separation involved since the schol- 
ars are not studying in the Theological 
Seminary... . AN ANONYMOus gift of 
$30,000 has been received by the Presby- 
tery of Philadelphia for the work of its 
Committee on the Christian Approach to 


the Jew. . . . PROTESTANT CLERGYMEN 
should be “as alert as the Catholic 
bishops” in making their views known 


in legislation affecting religious and 
moral questions, according to Ellis H. 
Dana, executive vice-president of the 
Wisconsin Council of Churches. 
CHRISTIANS OF THE free world have been 
called upon by Roswell P. Barnes, execu- 
tive secretary of the U. S. Conference 
for the World Council of Churches, not 
to abandon contact with their fellow- 
Christians behind the Iron Curtain. He 
said it is “stupid, unjust and cruel” for 
free Christians not to keep in touch with 
their co-religionists in Communist coun- 
tries on the assumption that people who 
remain in those nations are Red agents. 

. POSTMASTER-GENERAL Arthur E. 
Summerfield has asked Congress to enact 
stronger legislation to curb a $500,000,- 
000 business in obscenity and pornog- 
raphy which he said is being, carried on 
annually through the U. S. mails... . 
AN ESTIMATED eight out of every ten 
churches being constructed by Lutheran 
congregations across the nation are con- 
temporary in style, according to Edward 
S. Frey of New York, an expert on 
church building. . . . PrEsimENT EISEN- 
HOWER has indicated that he will nom- 
inate the former Rep. Brooks Hays (D.- 
Ark.) to be a member of the board of 
directors of the Tennessee Valley Au- 
thority at a salary of $20,000 a year. 
Mr. Hays’ office will be in Knoxville, 
Tenn. . . .A Roman Catholic leader, the 
president of Boston College, has joined 
other educators in urging repeal of the 
loyalty oath required by the National De- 
fense Education Act of 1958. Father 
Michael P. Walsh called the measure 
unnecessary and ineffective. 


President Is First “Alumnus” 
Of New Florida College 


WasuHincTon, D.C. (RNs)—President 
Eisenhower became the first “alumnus” 
of a new Presbyterian college which will 
open its doors next year. 

In a ceremony at the White House the 
President accepted the first diploma from 
Florida Presbyterian College which will 
open for enrollment of students in Sep- 
tember, 1960, on a campus in St. Peters- 
burg, Fla. 

William H. Kadel, president of the 
college, Philip J. Lee, chairman of the 
board of trustees, accompanied by Rep. 
William C. Cramer (R.-Fla.), invited 
the president to come to St. Petersburg 
for ground-breaking ceremonies. 

The diploma conferred an honorary 
doctor of laws degree on the President 
who is an active member of the National 
Presbyterian Church, Washington, D.C. 

He wished sponsors of the college well 
in the task of building the new institu- 
tion and commented on the importance of 
higher education in preserving American 
democracy. 


Low Cost Churches 
Are Called For 


CHICAGO (RNS)—John W. Harms, ex- 
ecutive vice-president of the Church Fed- 
eration of Greater Chicago, stressed the 
need for a church building that corre- 
sponds to the prefab home now within 
the cost range of a great segment of 
American society. 

Addressing the national Church De- 
sign and Building Conference here, he 
said that “somehow we must find ways 
and means to design church facilities 
which can serve the people during the 
beginning months and first few years of 
the congregation’s existence.” 

Dr. Harms described the circumstances 
surrounding the building plans of many 
congregations as a “vicious circle.” If 
the church keeps its plan within the 
money on hand, he said, it simply doesn’t 
have enough facilities. “If it builds ade- 
quately by some hook or crook, it is 
loaded with indebtedness the membership 
cannot afford to carry.” 

He urged architects, manufacturers of 
building materials, financing experts and 
church extension officials to pool their 
efforts to improve methods of church con- 
struction and financing. 

Dr. Harms pointed out that since the 
1920s the typical home mortgage period 
has been extended from 10 years to 20 
and even 30 years, while repayment for 





PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 


NOTE—-U. S. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); USA, to the United 
Presbyterian Church, USA; NCC, to the Na- 
tional Council of Churches; WCC, to the 
World Council of Churches. 

MAY, 1959 

Bible Book-of-the Month (USA), 1 Kings. 

Hymn-of-the-Month (U. S.), Dear Lord 
and Father of Mankind, Hymnbook 416. 

May 3-10, National Family Week, NCC; 
Pensions Sunday (USA). 

May 10, Festival of the Christian Home, 
NCC. 

May 14, American Bible Society, New 
York. 

May 17, Whitsunday (Pentecost). 

May 17-19, Religious Newswriters Assn., 
Louisville, Ky. 

May 17-24, Week of Prayer and Self-De- 
nial for Church Extension (U.S.). 

May 18-19, General Council, UPUSA; Pre- 
Assembly Conf. on Evangelism, Indian- 
apolis. 

May 20-27, 171st General Assembly, UP- 
USA, Indianapolis. 

May 30, Memorial Day. 

May 30, Festival of Sound and Light, 
450th Anniversary of John Calvin’s 
birth, Geneva, Switzerland. 

JUNE, 1959 

Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), 2 Kings. 

Hymn-of-the-Month (U. S.), This Is My 
Father’s World, Hymnbook 101. 

June 2-5, General Synod, A. R. Presbyte- 
rian Church, Flat Rock, N. C. 

June 3-4, NCC General Board, Seattle, 
Wash. 

June 3-14, General Assemby, Presbyterian 
Church in Canada, Toronto. 

June 4-9, Annual Synod, Reformed Church 
in America, Buck Hill Falls, Pa. 

June 7, Montreat Day (U.S.). 

June 12, Directors, Japan International 
Christian University, New York. 

June 14, Children’s Day. 

June 15-22, Committee on Weekday Reli- 
gious Education, Chicago (NCC). 

June 21-27, Association of Council Secre- 
taries, Lake Geneva, Wis. 

June 26-28, Church College Trustees Con- 
ference, Lake Junaluska, N. C. 

June 28, Citizenship Sunday (U.S.). 








church construction is still limited to 
10 or 15 years. He said denominations 
favor short-term loans as a way of 
spreading church extension funds to a 
greater number of new congregations. 

“But this is not meeting the basic 
problem,” he noted, “of helping a new 
community get the church facilities it 
needs as quickly as it needs them.” 

Sponsors of the conference were the 
Church Federation of Greater Chicago, 
the Chicago Chapter of the American 
Institute of Architects, the Illinois So- 
ciety of Architects, and councils of 
churches in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Ken- 
tucky, Michigan and Detroit. 








Dr. Thompson Is Nominated 


By ROLAND M. FRYE 


A‘ A LAYMAN and elder in the 
Presbytery of Atlanta, it is my honor 
and pleasure to nominate Dr. Ernest 
Trice Thompson of Hanover Presbytery 
and of the faculty of Union Theological 
Seminary for the office of Moderator of 
the General Assembly. As a church 
statesman, Dr. Thompson is a man of 
force and integrity, who is also a man of 
great and kindly wisdom. He has a deep 
understanding of many differing points 
of view, and is able to work with all 
sorts of people in a spirit of Christian 
understanding and moderation. Among 
the many distinguished and devoted 
leaders of our church, none has con- 
tributed more to the faith and life of the 
ordinary members of our church. Many 
of us who are laymen have found that 
our faith has been preserved and clari- 
fied, strengthened and deepened in these 
difficult times by the words and influence 
of Dr. Thompson. 


Native Texan 

The first thing to be said about Dr. 
Thompson is that he was born in Texas, 
and after that has been said some people 
will feel that anything else I say about 
him will be an anticlimax. Dr. Thomp- 
son grew up in West Virginia, where his 
father was a Presbyterian minister. Sure- 
ly, no man who was born in Texas, 
brought up in West Virginia, educated 
at Hampden-Sydney College and who 
teaches at Union Theological Seminary 
could fail to represent the whole of our 
church at its best. Here is a broad and 
intelligent man of experience who will 
lead us forward in the best traditions of 
our fathers. 

His understanding of our church is 
not only extended as to place but also 
as to time, for as an experienced and 
respected professor of church history he 
knows the life history of the church from 
the period of the apostles to the present. 
And he has never kept this knowledge 
cloistered in an ivory tower, but has gone 
the length and breadth of the church 
where he has spent days and weeks in 
congregations and in conferences open- 
ing up the Bible and the meaning of the 
church’s faith for our own time and 
among our own people. 


Wartime Service 

Dr. Thompson’s experience is varied. 
As a student at Union Seminary, he won 
the coveted Moses D. Hoge Fellowship. 
During the first World War, he served 
in this country and in France, first as 
an enlisted man and then as a commis- 
DR. FRYE is a professor of English at Emory 
University (Ga.); he recently delivered the 
Stone Lectures at Princeton Seminary, and 
he has been a leader in the Faculty Chris- 
tian Fellowship. 


4 


sioned officer with the 42nd Artillery. 
The son of a former Moderator of the 
General Assembly, he was himself or- 
dained to the Presbyterian ministry in 
1918 and in the ensuing 41 years has 
served the church in many important 
ways. He held a pastorate in El Paso, 
Texas, before joining the faculty at 
Union Seminary. He was chairman of 
the General Assembly’s Committee on 
the Minister and His Work and he has 
twice been Moderator of the Synod of 
Virginia. He is the author of many 
books, among which may be mentioned 
a study of Presbyterian Missions in the 
Southern United States; Changing Em- 
phases in American Preaching; and The 
Sermon on the Mount and its Meaning 
for Today, and he has been commissioned 
by the church to write a book for the 
centennial observance which will indi- 
cate the course which the church should 
follow in the years ahead. 


Debt of Laymen 

Those of us who are laymen owe Dr. 
Thompson a particular debt of gratitude 
for the way in which he has opened up 
the Bible and taught us to understand it. 
Dr. Thompson has preserved for the 
church many men who were beset with 
honest doubts and misunderstandings of 
the Christian faith and the Christian 
scriptures. He recognizes the problems 
of the lay Christian and he has a re- 
markable gift for communicating Chris- 
tian truth to us and for influencing our 
thoughts and lives in a manner which 
is at once intellectually honest, spiritually 
powerful, and theologically sound. Dr. 
Thompson’s influence has been spread 
not only through his many speaking en- 
gagements, but also through his very 
helpful guides to Bible study. Thousands 
of Sunday school teachers throughout our 
church have found inspiration and un- 
derstanding in his lesson interpretations, 
and those of us who have taught Bible 
classes know how great is the debt of 
our church members to Dr. Thompson. 

And Dr. Thompson’s influence upon 
laymen has not only been direct, but also 
through the hundreds of Presbyterian 
ministers whom he has trained during 
his thirty-seven years at Union Seminary. 
This means that he has served the Gen- 
eral Assembly for thirty-seven years with 
unstinted devotion in one of the most 
strategic points in our church, in a theo- 
logical seminary. Indeed, it is probably 
true that in numbers alone he has taught 
more ministers than any other professor 
now active in our seminaries, as well as 
almost all of the graduates of the As- 
sembly’s Training School. A recent count 
indicates that there are approximately 
2200 living clergymen who studied at 
Union Seminary under Dr. Thompson. 


When we recall that there are some 3500 
ministers in our church, then the figure 
of 2200 assumes very great significance, 
And Dr. Thompson has not only taught 
these ministers of the church, but has 
exerted a profound personal influence 
upon them. His students have great per- 
sonal respect for him and know that he 
is their friend, deeply interested in them 
and in their welfare. His influence has 
been not only on the minds but also on 
the total personality and character of 
those who have learned from him. 


Favors Yet to Come 

Now although laymen and clergymen 
alike owe Dr. Thompson a great debt, I 
am not suggesting that we make him 
Moderator for sentimental reasons or out 
of gratitude—unless, that is, we think 
of gratitude as a lively appreciation of 
favors yet to come. Dr. Thompson should 
be elected Moderator not just because of 
what he has done for the church in the 
past but because of what he could cer- 
tainly do for the church in the future. 
He is a man of vigor and industry who 
could move throughout our church to 
strengthen and deepen our dedication to 
the Lord of the church and to give us a 
vision for years to come. His influence 
as Moderator on the higher levels of the 
church’s policy-making would keep our 
church abreast of the times in carrying 
out the great commissions of our Lord. 
And at the grass-roots level, he would 
move in and out of our presbyteries and 
congregations to bring us a fresh aware- 
ness of the meaning of God’s will for our 
lives. By electing him its Moderator, the 
General Assembly will give our church 
the constructive leadership of a man who 
represents the finest and sturdiest tradi- 
tion of Presbyterianism in a spirit of 
integrity, intelligence, modesty and deep 
Christian devotion. 


Equal of Any 

In Dr. Thompson we can be confident 
that we have elected a Moderator who 
will stand as the known and respected 
equal of any Christian minister or scholar 
in our nation, and who will serve our 
entire church as effectively as any man 
who has ever held the honored position 
of Moderator. 





POSITIVE ATTITUDE 


| dare say that if the Apostle 
Paul had waited to begin his 
world mission efforts until the 
church at Antioch had agreed 
on every issue, the Christian 
church today would be as dead 
as the rest of that long-gone 
city. The church at Antioch, 
though, lives today all about us, 
because it had a positive, mov- 
ing outlook.—PHILIP F. HOW- 
ERTON in the retiring Modera- 
tor’s report. 
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U. S. G. A—Atlanta 


Assembly Daily Record 


(Continued from last week) 


SATURDAY 


Among the Assembly considerations 
was a report from the ad interim com- 
mittee appointed to plan the centennial 
anniversary celebration of the founding 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. Presi- 
dent Wallace M. Alston, of Agnes Scott 
College, reported as the chairman. 

This committee has been at work since 
1956. The report as outlined in these 
columns March 16 was adopted without 
debate. 

Dr. Alston said the committee is “seek- 
ing to plan an observance worthy of us 
and in which we can all unite” as it 
stresses the theme, “Our Presbyterian 
Heritage and Mission.” The centennial 
Sunday will be October 15, 1961, but a 
variety of observances is being planned. 

Dr. Alston insisted that this must not 
be “a perfunctory observance.” He said 
the church press and others have raised 
questions as to the type of observance 
that is appropriate for this celebration, 
but he said the committee is united in 
its concern to point the church forward 
under the conviction that “we can, united- 
ly, lead our church into another cen- 
tury under the blessing of God.” 

Wade H. Boggs, Sr., called for ap- 
proval of the report by a standing vote 
“in order to indicate the Assembly’s en- 
dorsement of the spirit of the interpre- 
tation given by the chairman.” 

In the prayer in which he led the As- 
sembly for this observance Dr. Alston 
prayed God to “help us think great 
thoughts, to make great plans.” And he 
prayed “that we may dwell neither in 
the thought forms nor the institutions of 
past days unless they be Thy will.” 

The report of the committee on the 
Assembly’s Office was presented by Mac 
W. Freeman of Wetumpka, Ala., answer- 
ing in the negative overtures directed 
toward a cessation of requests for reports 
by boards and agencies from local organ- 
izations and declining to recommend 
“best practices and procedures” in the 
selection and nomination of elders and 
deacons. 

The Assembly stood in tribute to the 
service of Dr. Scott, now retiring as 
Stated Clerk. Saturday evening a re- 
ception was given in his honor at Agnes 
Scott College and he was presented an 
inscribed watch by W. E. Hemphill, 
chairman of the Permanent Committee. 


Annuities and Relief 

The Assembly approved the report and 
recommendations of the Board of Annui- 
ties and Relief. Thomas H. Hamilton, 
Kinston, N. C., minister, made the re- 
port. The item of chief interest in this 
report appeared to be th. new Major 
Medical Plan for eligible retired minis- 
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ters, their wives and/or widows, and eli- 
gible lay employees of the church. This is 
a $100-deductible plan with a maximum 
of $2,500 allowed. The plan will cost 
$151.50 per person annually, with the 
Board of Annuities and Relief paying 
$101.50 out of ministerial relief (Joy 
Gift) funds. Fifty dollars per year will 
be paid by the insured. This will re- 
quire a payment of $172,000 annually by 
the Board for the premium on this group 
policy. There will be no physical exam- 
ination required for admission to this 
plan. The Board was heartly commended 
by the Assembly for this new provision. 

In his comments to the Assembly 
Charles J. Currie, the Executive Secre- 
tary, said, “This is the first Assembly 
when we haven’t had a basketful of over- 
tures seeking liberalization of the Min- 
ister’s Annuity Fund. I hope this indi- 
cates that we intend to follow the official 
plan because we do.” 

Saturday afternoon the Assembly was 
entertained by the boards and agencies 
at the Presbyterian Center, by Columbia 
Seminary, and that evening at Agnes 
Scott College. 

Warner Sallman of Chicago told the 
Assembly of his famous painting of the 
head of Christ and drew a charcoal 
sketch similar to his first drawing in 
1924 for the Assembly. 

Following this came the reception hon- 
oring the retiring Stated Clerk. 

On Sunday the Assembly engaged in 
a communion service led by the pastors 
of the Druid Hills church, Thomas A. 
Fry and Wade H. Boggs, Sr., with E. 
Lee Stoffel, First church, Charlotte, N.C.., 
preaching at morning worship. 


Fraternal Delegates 


In the afternoon at the service featur- 
the fraternal delegates, various repre- 
sentatives of Presbyterian and inter-de- 
nominational bodies spoke. 

Raymond V. Kearns, of the Broad 
Street church, Columbus, Ohio, speak- 
ing for United Presbyterians, USA, 
brought greetings and reported on the 
merger of the two churches last year as 
he said: 

“T can report to you most candidly that 
it has been a gratifying year. True, it 
has been a year of adjustment and hard 
work—where, for example, in the Synod 
of Ohio, we have adopted new presbytery 
alignments, and concerned ourselves with 
matters of polity, program and structure, 
befitting our fellowship, but with it all, 
there has been an underlying spirit in 
our work that has made this one of the 
best years I have ever experienced as a 
member of a presbytery or a synod.... 
From all reports, our experience in Ohio 
has been characteristic of that throughout 
our entire church. For this we give thanks 
to God and press forward under the guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit.... 

“As one of your own theologians puts 
it so well, “If we glory in our Calvinistic 





I WILL frankly tell you that my experi- 

ence in prolonged scientific investiga- 
tions convinces me that a belief in God— 
a God who is behind and within the 
chaos of vanishing points of human 
knowledge—adds a wonderful stimulus 
to the man who attempts to penetrate into 
the regions of the unknown. Of myself 
I may say, that I never made the prep- 
arations for penetrating into some small 
province of nature hitherto undiscovered 
without breathing a prayer to the Being 
who hides his secrets from me, only to 
allure me graciously on to the unfolding 
of them.—LoulIs AGassiz. 





and Reformed tradition only—that and 
nothing more—the opportunity to speak 
from the center of the Gospel to the needs 
of men will be missed. It is still true that 
one of the most effective ways of hiding 
from God in the present is to speak 
piously of what he has done in the past.’ 

“This, we Presbyterians cannot and, I 
believe, will not do. For we know, when 
we are faithful to our heritage, that the 
Reformation is on-going. That which hap- 
pened in the 16th century, by the moving 
of God’s Spirit through the leadership 
of John Calvin, John Knox and many 
others—must happen in every century. 
The Reformation must continue. It is 
never finished. .. .” 


Dr. Kearns also paid tribute to the 
late executive secretary of Presbyterian, 
U. S., Women’s Work, Mrs. L. M. Mc- 
Cutchen, and particularly for the joint 
gift of the women of the two churches 
for the Institute on Lay Leadership 
Training in Brazil which, he said, was 
her idea. 

A. M. Rogers, Chester, S. C., spoke 
for A. R. Presbyterians. D. Benjamin Al- 
varez, Zitacuero, Mexico, for the church 


9£4 an Jdea! 


SAFETY PATROL 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. (RNS)— 
A safety patrol system is being or- 
ganized for Minneapolis churches. 

Besides regulating automobile 
and pedestrian traffic during church 
services, the patrols also will as- 
sist elderly church-goers in getting 
into and out of automobiles. 

Eventually, it is hoped that the 
patrols will make it possible to re- 
move controversial “drop” stop 
signs located at intersections ad- 
jacent to city churches. 

The first safety patrol in Min- 
neapolis was organized at Hope 
United Lutheran church. 

The Minnesota AAA presented 
safety patrol belts, flags and poles 
to the church. The club assisted the 
church in setting up its safety pa- 
trol. 

If a church wishes to set up a 
safety patrol, it may do so by sub- 
mitting a request to the safety com- 
mittee of the Minneapolis city 
council. 




















of his country. Tien-Tzy Wu, Columbia 
Seminary student, for the church in Tai- 
wan, Joseph Overand, for the Lord’s 
Day Alliance, E. A. Andrews, head of 
Presbyterian, U. S., Men’s Work, for the 
World Council of Churches, on whose 
Geneva staff he served for the past year. 

R. H. Edwin Espy, general secretary 
for the National Council of Churches, 
spoke for that organization and discussed 
some of the points of criticism of the Na- 
tional Council. He described the NCC 
as essentially an attempt to express the 
unity basic to the doctrine of Christ; it 
represents the great central stream of 
Protestantism. Unity, he said, is not for 
the sake of unity (John 17:21) but for 
the sake of belief—that they might be- 
lieve. In describing the program of the 
National Council he said it is the church- 
es at work where they may do certain 
things better together than they can apart. 
One activity, he said, is the study pro- 
gram where members search for “the 
mind of Christ.” Such a study confer- 
ence, he said, was the one held last No- 
vember in Cleveland, which drew wide- 
spread criticism. A study conference, he 
said, is entitled to say what it desires to 
say but only for itself, not for the Na- 
tional Council. 

Sunday evening the principal speaker 
was Stated Clerk Benjamin Alvarez of 
the National Presbyterian Church of 
Mexico. He paid tribute to the work 
of Presbyterian missionary James O. 
Shelby in relation to his conversion. 
The Assembly was deeply moved at the 
story of his life and work as given by 
Mr. Alvarez. 

At the conclusion of his message he 
presented the Moderator with a silk Mex- 
ican flag which will be placed in the 
Presbyterian Historical Foundation at 
Montreat, N. C. 

At the conclusion of this part of the 
program there was a memorial service 
to Mrs. L. M. McCutchen, who died 
April-6 while executive secretary of the 
Board* of Women’s Work. Stuart R. 
Oglesby, retired Atlanta pastor and a 
member of the Board, paid tribute to her, 
as did P. D. Miller, executive secretary 
of Church Extension and a longtime 
associate, along with C. Darby Ful- 
ton, World Missions executive, on whose 
board she served. The Moderator closed 
the service with a prayer of thanksgiving 
for the life of Mrs. McCutchen. 


MONDAY 

Following worship which was led by 
W. Arnold Pate, Olof M. Anderson of 
Louisville, Ky., reported for the ad in- 
terim committee, working jointly with 
one from the U. P. USA church, on the 
question of federated and united church- 
es (OuTLOoK, Apr. 27). Approximately 
14 churches are immediately involved in 
this provision but, Dr. Anderson said, a 
good many others will be in the future. 
The provision for united churches has 
been submitted to the presbyteries for 
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their approval. The plan for federation 
was adopted as a model which may be 
used where it will be helpful. In the 
united procedure, mandatory provisions 
in one church would prevail where they 
are permissive in the other. This would 
mean, for example, that there would be 
no women elders because they are pro- 
hibited in the U. S. constitution. A min- 
ister would be a member of two Assem- 
blies under this arrangement. 


General Council 

Samuel S. Wiley, Lookout Mountain, 
Tenn., pastor, reported on the General 
Council, approving a 1960 budget of 
$9,186,054 (OuTLooK, March 23) and 
recommendations practically as submitted 
by the General Council. The Assembly 
approved a plan for a capital funds pro- 
gram for Assembly boards and agencies 
in 1963. 

Earlier, in connection with the report 
of the Women’s Board, there had been 
discussion about changes in the church 
year from the calendar year. A similar 
consideration was involved in the Gen- 
eral Council report, as prompted by an 
overture. Although keeping the calendar 
year for reporting purposes, the Women’s 
Board has already planned to inaugurate 
a new work year beginning in 1960. 

In pointing to disproportionate giving 
to Assembly causes, Dr. Wiley pointed 
to his own presbytery and synod, both of 
which lead all the others in their giving. 
The Synod of Appalachia, he said, con- 
tributed 116% of the askings, but gave 
only 53% to the General Fund agencies, 
while Knoxville Presbytery gave 153% 
of the askings, but only 61% to the Gen- 
eral Fund agencies. Now there have come 
added responsibilities in this fund like 
the television, radio and audio-visuals 
program. Dr. Wiley said: 

“The genius of Presbyterianism is team- 


work. The total budget is a unit, all 
parts of which are interrelated. It is 





BORDER OPPORTUNITIES 


Where most of our presbyte- 
ries are strong and active (we) 
have little understanding of the 
tremendous difficulties faced 
by some of our brethren in the 
border synods where our Pres- 
byterian population is sparse. 
How important it is that we 
make these presbyteries always 
aware that they are an impor- 
tant part of our church. How 
important it is that we cooper- 
ate in these areas with our 
brethren in the United Presby- 
terian Church. | have been im- 
pressed this year with the cor- 
dial spirit of brotherhood that 
is found in these areas. Let us 
encourage them and strengthen 
them in every way possible.— 
PHILIP F. HOWERTON in the 
retiring Moderator’s report. 





gross shortsightedness to think that ip 
the long run we can benefit our favorite 
benevolence by giving to it to the neglect 
of other agencies which, while perhaps 
less dramatic in appeal, are nonetheless 
basic to the whole structure of our 
church’s life.” 


There was also discussion of the dif- 
ference between special and supplemental 
offerings. It was pointed out that there 
are two Special (over and above) offer- 
ings that are not included elsewhere in 
the program. These are the annual Birth- 
day Gift of the Women of the Church 
and the Easter offering for Overseas Re- 
lief and Inter-church aid. Supplemental 
offerings are described as integral and 
necessary parts of the budget. These in- 
clude offerings taken during weeks of 
special observance for parts of the 
church’s program. 

Bills and overtures were reported by 
William B. Ward, Richmond, Va., pas- 
tor, dealing with a variety of questions. 
Requests from Brazos and St. Louis 
Presbyteries for revised statements of 
faith were answered in the negative with 
only scattering objections heard. A pro- 
posed reaffirmation of the church’s ad- 
herence to its doctrinal standards as re- 
quested by Meridian Presbytery was de- 
clined as unnecessary. A request for a 
detailed comment on questions related to 
infant baptism was declined as unneces- 
sary in view of the current revision of 
the Book of Church Order. 

A Suwannee Presbytery inquiry asked: 
“Does a presbytery have the right to 
control its members to the extent that it 
can forbid a member from attending a 
seminary not approved by that presby- 
tery?” It was answered by saying that a 
presbytery “does not have the right so 
to restrict one of its members.” This re- 
fers to ministers who are presbytery mem- 
bers and not candidates for the ministry. 
Stephen T. Harvin, Jacksonville, Fla., 
sought to have the question sent to the 
permanent judicial committee for report 
next year, but this was lost 216-199. 


“Double Predestination” 


Most discussion in connection with 
this report had to do with a Charleston 
Presbytery overture asking clarification 
and revision of paragraphs in the Con- 
fession of Faith which deal with what 
is called “double predestination.” Dr. 
Ward made it clear that there is no de- 
bate about whether predestination should 
be included in the church’s teachings for 
it appears in other paragraphs. W. H. 
Foard, McConnells, W. Va., and George 
Peters, Knoxville, Tenn., opposed the 
step. In fact, the question came to the 
Assembly without recommendation be- 
cause the standing committee discussion 
had ended in a tie vote. Dr. Ward as an 
individual made the motion for the pro- 
posed study. C. Rodney Sunday, Hou- 
ston, Texas, said that if his officers were 
given a choice of accepting the teaching on 
“double predestination” or being thrown 
out, they would be thrown out. He ex- 
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pressed the hope that “‘we have not got- 
ten to the place where we think that the 
Confession of Faith” expresses the faith 
in its final form since it is “a living 
Lord who speaks through his church.” 

Tom W. Horton, Jr., Mt. Pleasant, S. 
C., said his presbytery had intended that 
the study should be made and changes 
should be presented “if necessary.” 
James A. Wharton, Austin Seminary pro- 
fessor, said the Book of Church Order 
is also a part of the constitution and 
it provides for changes in the standards. 
Theology is something that goes on. To 
insist that the past must be unchanged 
is unconscionable and it is un-Presbyte- 
rian. Ronald K. Walthall, of Overland, 
Mo., reminded the Assembly that min- 
isters and elders, in their ordination vows, 
declare that “the Bible is the only in- 
fallible rule of faith and practice.” 

The Assembly approved the study by 
a voice vote. It is now understood that 
the church is overwhelmingly opposed to 
the double predestination references in 
view of the 1938 vote when the three- 
fourths requirement was almost met on 
the three paragraphs specified in chapter 
3 of the Confession of Faith. The vote 
by paragraphs was as follows: (3) 63- 
24; (4) 64-23; (7) 66-21. 

Reporting for World Missions was H. 
Harold Wells, Jr., Oklahoma City, with 
the recommendations of the Board ap- 
proved practically as submitted (OvutT- 
Look, Apr. 20). Enoree Presbytery (S. 
C.) asked that the centennial year, 1961, 
be marked by a “great militant crusade 
for recruitment for World Missions” and 
the Assembly approved. Concord Pres- 
bytery (N. C.) urged a “special cam- 
paign for capital funds as soon as pos- 
sible to enable the Board of World Mis- 
sions to meet the pressing needs of our 
fields.” This was referred to the General 
Council. The Assembly called attention 
to the trend in the support of World 
Missions and other Assembly causes with 
a smaller proportion of the benevolence 
dollar going to Assembly agencies. 


Jacksonville Case 


A judicial commission headed by Wal- 
ter W. White, South Charleston, W. Va., 
was involved in fourteen hours of meet- 
ings on Saturday and Sunday consider- 
ing a complaint by members of the River- 
side Church, Jacksonville, Fla., and 
members of Suwannee Presbytery against 
the Synod of Florida (OuTLooK, March 
30). 

A commission of the synod had re- 
versed the judgment of the Riverside 
session and Suwannee Presbytery in rela- 
tion to Jesse A. Wallace, who had been 
found guilty of “the sin of disobedience 
in violating the authority of the session 
and congregation of the Riverside Pres- 
byterian Church.” The synod’s commis- 
sion had reversed the judgment on the 
grounds “that the indictment of Jesse A. 
Wallace is not clearly drawn, and that 
it failed conclusively to state an offense 
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which is the proper object of judicial 
process.” 

The Assembly’s commission reversed 
the judgment of the Synod of Florida by 
a vote of 16-7, but it did not sustain the 
complaint that the synod’s commission’s 
proceedings were “highly irregular’ or 
showed evidence of prejudice in the judg- 
ment rendered. The complaint sustained 
said: 

“The court’s judgment is clearly at 
variance with the evidence, the Book of 
Church Order, and rulings of the General 
Assembly: 

“(1) The judgment of synod is not sup- 
ported by the evidence at the trial or the 
record before presbytery and before synod. 

“(2) Said judgment is contrary to the 
overwhelming weight of the evidence in- 


troduced at the trial and incorporated in 
said record. 


“(3) In and by said judgment synod 
has usurped the province of the triers of 
the facts; to wit, of the session. 

“(4) The premises on which the judg- 
ment was based are clearly at variance 
with the Book of Church Order and the 
rulings of the General Assembly.” 


Presbyterian Survey 

S. W. DuBose, Elkins, W. Va., was 
chairman of the committee on The Pres- 
byterian Survey (OvuTLOOK, Apr. 20). 
The report as submitted by the Survey 
board was adopted practically as pre- 
pared, with a further request that the 
Survey enlarge its services “as a religious 
journal for reporting and interpreting 
news.” Warner DuBose, Jr., chairman 
of the Survey board was commended 
for his work in the development program 
and he introduced members of the staff 





Princeton Seminary Case 


Trustees Express Regret 


Following publication of the report of 
an investigating committee in the Bulletin 
of the American Association of University 
Professors in its most recent issue (OuT- 
LooK, Apr. 27), Princeton Seminary’s 
Board of Trustees issued the following 
statement: 


The Board of Trustees of Princeton 
Theological Seminary deeply regret that 
the last months before the retirement of 
John Alexander Mackay, its distinguish- 
ed president, have been clouded by the 
publication of a critical report and a pro- 
posed censure of the administration of the 
seminary by the American Association of 
University Professors. 


The trustees realize that they are partly 
responsible for this unfortunate develop- 
ment by their failure to put upon their 
records rules and procedures for promo- 
tion and achieving tenure agreeable to the 
faculty and administration. There is spe- 
cifically no present rule establishing a 
limit to the years a teacher may be re- 
tained as instructor or assistant profes- 
sor without achieving tenure. 


Distorted Picture 


The trustees express their deep regret 
that they have thus contributed to the 
affairs which gave rise to the publication 
of what they believe is a grossly distorted 
picture of the life of the seminary com- 
munity and unjust and inadequately sup- 
ported charges against the administration 
of the seminary by President Mackay 
whose record over the past twenty-three 
years in seminary, church and world 
needs no defense by us and will stand 
undimmed by attacks from any source. 


We know John Mackay as both just 
and generous. The senior members of 
his faculty unanimously declared several 
months ago their admiration and esteem 
for President Mackay in the following 
terms which we are assured by their rep- 
resentatives continue to express their sen- 
timents today: 


“We want to declare in no uncertain 
terms our sincere recognition of your 
great leadership in the development of 
Princeton Theological Seminary during 
the past twenty-three years. This inves- 
tigation of the AAUP has in no wise 
diminished our esteem and affection. In 
fact, through this critical experience 
which has involved us in hours of agon- 
izing thought and tense deliberation, we 
have been drawn together in a new spirit 
of loyalty to you and to each other which 
we feel forebodes an optimistic outlook 
for the future of this seminary which we 
all love very dearly.” 


Unparalleled Leadership 


The trustees do not feel it is either 
necessary or fitting to answer the allega- 
tions made which reflect discredit upon 
Dr. Mackay, but here felt it incumbent 
upon them to inform the academic and 
ecclesiastical world of their conviction 
that this year is ending an unparalleled 
period of outstanding leadership in sem- 
inary and church by John Alexander 
Mackay, a great and good man. 

The trustees further announce that 
precise rules and procedures of promo- 
tion and tenure, together with rules cov- 
ering relationship among faculty, trustees 
and administration, needed because of 
the growth of the seminary, have been 
under study for several years under Dr. 
Mackay’s leadership and will soon be 
completed and established. 





At the Pittsburgh meeting of the AAUP 
the Princeton action was called “clearly 
unjustified,” but censure was withheld 
for a year “to allow opportunity for (1) 
the adoption of an acceptable tenure sys- 
tem, (2) evidence of acceptance of faculty 
participation in the formulation and op- 
eration of such a system and (3) an offer 
of reinstatement to Professor Theron, on 
the ground that he was entitled, under all 
the circumstances of his service at the sem- 
inary, to be regarded as having tenure.” 
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including the new editor, Ben Hartley. 
Tribute was paid to Theodore B. Pratt 
for his part in the Survey’s advance. 
The Every Family Plan has progressed 
from 250 churches two years ago to 2,000 
today out of a potential 4,000 churches. 
Last year at Assembly time circulation 
was 163,000; this year, 206,000. 


Book of Church Order 

Progress was reported on the revision 
of the Book of Church Order by Vernon 
S. Broyles, chairman. The committee 
asked for an opportunity to continue 
working on the book, considering sug- 
gestions that are coming in in regard to 
the Form of Government. December 1, 
1959, was set as the deadline for sug- 
gestions so that the Form of Government 
may be submitted to the 1960 Assembly, 
and from there to the presbyteries. In 
preparing the revised Rules of Discipline, 
suggestions are requested with a deadline 
of February 1, 1960. A preliminary draft 
for the Directory for Worship was re- 
ported. 

Possible conflicts with a joint com- 
mittee working with a like group from 
the U. P. USA church on a Directory 
for Worship were understood to have 
been adjusted, with the joint committee 
confining its work to a Book of Common 
Worship and the ad interim committee 
working on the Directory for Worship 
of the Book of Church Order. 

The Moderator, Dr. Thompson, who 
spoke of his many years of teaching ec- 
clesiastical polity described the work 
which has been done by the ad interim 
committee as a “truly amazing job.” 

Col. I. G. Foster, Lexington, Va., pre- 
sented the Judicial Business report. The 
ad interim committee revising the Book 
of Church Order was requested to give 
consideration to the revision of the Di- 
rectory for Worship which has been pre- 
pared by the joint committee. 

A communication from Thomas B. 
Hoover, Jr., Fayette, Iowa, claiming de- 
nial of his constitutional rights by ac- 
tions of the Synod of South Carolina and 
General Assembly of 1958, was rejected. 

The committee recommended and the 
Assembly approved further study of the 
Form of Government by the ad interim 
committee as requested by some presby- 
teries. 

The overture (Northeast Texas) seek- 
ing retirement of elders at 70, with 75 
as the final limit of active service, re- 
ceived a negative response from the com- 
mittee. This occasioned some discussion, 
but the fact that churches have the pos- 
sibility of using the limited term service 
was understood by many to offer a solu- 
tion to the problems that are encountered. 


Divorce and Remarriage 

Although the presbyteries had ap- 
proved proposed revisions to the Confes- 
sion of Faith and Book of Church Order 
involving divorce and remarriage 63-13, 
the committee found itself unable to take 
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action on this question because of a tied 
vote. Colonel Foster then moved, on his 
own initiative, that the amendments be 
enacted. 

Robert Strong, Augusta, Ga., wanted 
a representative ad interim committee to 
revise the amendment because, he said, 
the proposed revision “does not fit into 
the Confession of Faith.” He protested 
on the grounds of ambiguous language 
and he said it fails to come to grips 
with some New Testament passage. He 
moved the appointment of a new com- 
mittee. 

E. Lee Stoffel, Charlotte, N. C., op- 
posed this effort because he said he be- 
lieves the entire proposal is undergirded 
firmly by “the redemptive gospel of 
Christ. As a pastor in the field, I favor 
it because it contains the forgiving spirit 
of Jesus Christ and it offers an oppor- 
tunity and method of evangelism and 
reclamation. It raises the standard high- 
er. I recognize the responsibility it places 
on me and on my session, and I almost 
shrink from it.” 

Samuel S. Wiley, Lookout Mountain, 
Tenn., only member of the former ad 
interim committee that made the study 
who was present, said the committee did 
face up to the Biblical position. He said 
one reason for the necessity of the re- 
vision is the Bible statement itself. He 
said the passage in Mark (10: 11, 12) 
allows no divorce and if this is to be 
heeded the present standards would have 
to be revised if the teaching in Mark is 
followed. 

James A. Wharton, Austin Seminary, 
said if the choice must be made between 
retaining what we have at present and the 
revision, I would be unqualifiedly for the 
revision, but he insisted that the pro- 
posed statement is not satisfactory. He 
said his objection is that it is too legal- 
istic, it takes the principle of grace and 
attempts to make of it a law. 

George Lang, Tuscaloosa, Ala., point- 
ed out that the Confession of Faith was 
in the last analysis, approved not by the 
church but by the British Parliament. 
The catechism had no proof-texts and 
the Parliament sent it back requesting 
proof texts. He said, I have often wished 
the General Assembly had had its way 
and the proof-texts had been omitted. 

C. Groshon Gunn, Little Rock, Ark., 
said, “If you can find just one case where 
redemption has had its way following 
divorce and remarriage that is all that 
is needed to disprove the legalistic inter- 
pretation of our Lord’s teaching. 

Samuel A. Cartledge, Columbia Sem- 
inary professor, said, “Many of us have 
felt that the old statement has been any- 
thing but good Biblical scholarship.” He 
said he believes that Jesus spoke the 
‘exceptive clauses’ (permitting divorce) 
because he knew we could not always 
measure up to the ideal. He suggested 
that the tactics seeking constant work on 
this question which has been before the 


church for more than twenty years “seem 
like a perpetual putting off.” The state- 
ment will never be perfect, but this one 
will be far better than what we have. 

The voice vote showed a large majority 
against the substitute and for enactment 
of the amendments already approved by 
the presbyteries. 

Following this, Robert Strong filed his 
protest of the action on these grounds: 
(1) The revision at some points uses 
ambiguous language and (2) the teach- 
ing of our Lord in the Sermon on the 
Mount and in Matthew 19 is not ade- 
quately taken into account. He was later 
joined in the protest by the following: 
Benson Cain, David Fite, Irl A. Dale, 
N. E. Harper, John S. Vass, George R. 
Stuart, Jr., E. H. King, W. B. Hooker, 
P. H. Biddle. 


Inter-Church Relations 

William L. Pressly, head of Westmin- 
ster Schools, Atlanta, presented the report 
for Inter-Church Relations. The fact 
that this committee had two minority re- 
ports, signed by different members in 
each case, had heightened the degree of 
anticipation. Several overtures had asked 
the Assembly to register disapproval of 
the action taken by the Fifth World Or- 
der Study Conference held in Cleveland 
last November in regard to the suggestion 
that steps be taken looking toward the 
possible recognition of Red China by the 
United States government and its admis- 
sion to the United Nations. With 35 on 
the committee, the vote had been 17-16 
to answer two of these overtures in the 
affirmative, registering the Assembly’s 
disapproval of this proposed step. The 
chairman made it clear that the action 
expressed disapproval while not question- 
ing the right of the conference to come 
to this conclusion. 

When this was presented W. Ross Jun- 
kin, Memphis, Tenn., presented the 
minority report on behalf of 14 signers 
asking that: 

“1. The General Assembly unequivocally 
opposes the atheistic dictatorship and oth- 


er evils of Communism, whether in rec- 


ognized Soviet Russia or in unrecognized 
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Red China. 

“2. The General Assembly deplores the 
misunderstandings resulting from public- 
ity of the Fifth World Order Study Con- 
ference at Cleveland, Ohio, November, 
<1 The General Assembly reaffirms the 
right and duty of conferences of Chris- 
tians—laymen and ministers—to give free, 
prayerful and thoughtful consideration to 
moral and spiritual problems inherent in 
world relations.” 

J. Harvey Glass, Houston, Texas, a 
member of the committee, expressed the 
doubt that many members of the Assem- 
bly had read the full text of the Cleve- 
land message. Action by the Assembly, 
he said, in line with the majority recom- 
mendation, would call for action on the 
basis of partial information. The Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., he pointed out, 
had the opportunity to send ten delegates 
to Cleveland and sent only one. 

He suggested that in condemning the 
National Council of Churches for the 
Cleveland conference proposal was an 
instance of guilt by association. 

Edwin White, Lexington, Miss., lay- 
man, said the majority recommendation 
is in moderate language. He quoted R. 
H. Edwin Espy, general secretary of the 
National Council of Churches, who at- 
tended the Atlanta meeting to represent 
the NCC, and met with the Inter-Church 
Relations Committee on this and related 
issues. Dr. Espy, he said, told the com- 
mittee that the conference was called by 
the president of the NCC, that it was 
more or less a child of the NCC, that the 
statement has caused embarrassment to 
the NCC, and that the council has not 
yet found a way to control pronounce- 
ments of such study conferences. Mr. 
White said, if this child of the NCC is 
out from under the control of its parent, 
we would be within our rights in our 
protest. 


He said the General Assembly does not 
of itself possess the authority to speak 
out on this question of Red China, so 
we cannot do indirectly what we are 
prohibited from doing directly. The NCC 
is without our authority. 


The rest of Mr. White’s remarks were 
a quotation from Roy LeCraw, Atlanta, 
who has become well known in recent 
years as an anti-Communist speaker. He 
said when the Cleveland message was 
publicized Mr. LeCraw was in the Far 
East and he was quoted as saying: 


“In Korea I met ten Korean ministers 
at the home of Dr. Paul Crane. They said 
We are getting suspicious of your church 
because it belongs to the NCC. It is split- 
ting churches, it is also too ecumenical, 
it is willing to work with anybody regard- 
less of what they believe. . . . The state- 
ment created almost panic in Formosa. 
There it was said that the fact that the 
Southern Presbyterian Church is in the 
NCC is a terriffic handicap to missionaries 
working in that country. A business man 
in Taipei said, go back to the U.S. A. and 
urge your church not to back up the NCC 
statement on Red China... . If you back 
Red China you are condemning many to 
die. The Roman Catholics declared in the 
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METHODISTS SEEKING NEW 
LYRICS FOR FAMOUS HYMN 


Cuicaco (RNS)—Together, the Meth- 
odist Church’s monthly family magazine, 
announced it is conducting a contest to 
find new words for a more than 250-year- 
old hymn, “Hark! the herald angels 
sing.” 

The lyric judged best will be published 
in the Chicago periodical’s November 
issue to help commemorate the church’s 
175th anniversary. The author of the 
prize-winning hymn will receive $100. 

Rules stipulate that the hymn must 
have only three stanzas and that the 
words “catch the tempo of dynamic Meth- 
odism moving across the continent . . . 
and something of what Methodists be- 
lieve.” 





face of these situations, we told you the 
Protestants would sell you out. The en- 
tire statement of the Cleveland conference 
was attributed to the NCC. In Japan this 
relationship to the NCC is the basis of a 
schism that exists in that church today.” 

Dr. Pressly rose at this time to correct 
certain misrepresentations of Dr. Espy’s 
position. He said the NCC is not urging 
the U.S.A. to recognize Red China. The 
statement was made by those attending 
the Cleveland conference. Dr. Espy did 
say he could not control the study con- 
ference’s decision, but he also said that 
if he could control such a decision there 
would be no point in having a conference. 
This decision is not his personal decision, 
he said, but he is not embarrassed by the 
fact of holding study conferences. 

Al L. Vreeland, Enterprise, Ala., then 
moved an amendment by combining both 
the majority and minority’s replies to 
these overtures. The Moderator said this 
would be very unusual procedure, but 
there appeared to be no reason why, if 
the Assembly desired, it could not be 
done. The Assembly then voted to make 
the substitute the main motion. When 
the procedure was challenged and an ef- 
fort was made to count the vote, it was 
found that 336 favored the step, and the 
opposing vote was not taken. 

When the Moderator’s ruling in regard 
to combining the reports was challenged 
he was upheld by the Assembly. 


National Council Debate 


After recess for supper the Assembly 
reconvened and had the Stated Clerk- 
elect, James A. Millard, introduced. 

Dr. Pressly then continued with the 
presentation of the Inter-Church Rela- 
tions report, dealing specifically with re- 
quested withdrawal from the National 
Council of Churches. The majority rec- 
ommended a negative answer to these 
overtures and called for the Assembly 
to “reaffirm its basic support of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches as accorded 
by previous General Assemblies.” 

The minority report was presented by 
Edwin White, with 13 signatures includ- 


ing three ministers: Alfred K. Dudley, 
Concord, N. C.; O. M. Anderson, Jack- 
son, Miss.; and Charles H. McLean, 
Wilmington, N. C. 

The minority charged that the NCC is 
engaged in activities that are not the 
business of the “Biblical church.” Most 
of the statement, however, dealt with the 
Cleveland conference and charged the 
National Council with responsibility for 
the sentence in relation to the possible 
recognition of Red China. The three- 
page report closed with an appeal to sub- 
mit the question of continued affiliation to 
the presbyteries so that the 1960 Assem- 
bly could vote in view of the reaction of 
the presbyteries. 

George C. Stulting, Sebring, Fla., fa- 
vored this proposal, as did R. B. Cotton, 
Massie’s Mill, Va., and Robert Duhs, 
Vicksburg, Miss., D. Ned Startzell, 
Chattanooga, Tenn., along with William 
B. Hooker, Magee, Miss. Mr. Cotton said 
a man in his church had prayed that 
God would open the Assembly’s eyes to 
the dangers of association with the NCC. 
He claimed its widespread unpopularity 
and he said it is a question that if not set- 
tled at the grassroots will keep coming up. 

Mr. Duhs said refusal to submit this 
for vote in the presbyteries was a reflec- 
tion upon the people and an indication 
of having no trust in them. To let the 
presbyteries vote on this, he said, would 
be Presbyterian. The budget of the 
church is affected, he said, because many 
churches are holding their benevolences. 
If the churches don’t have a voice in 
this they will withhold their gifts—that’s 
where it hurts—in the pocketbook. [Mr. 
Duhs was formerly in the USA Church 
in California and Washington, having 
graduated from Fuller Theological Sem- 
inary. | 

Mr. Startzell said in his work in the 
men’s organizations of presbytery and 
synod he had found a great deal of con- 
troversy about this subject and the minor- 
ity report calls for the Presbyterian way. 

Mr. Hooker said, ‘Our church is get- 
ting too far to the left, too far off the 
beam, Anything that will detract to keep 
us from preaching a pure gospel we ought 
to get rid of. . . . If you vote here there 
are only 516 voting on this question, but 
if the presbyteries vote you will have 
7,818 voting.” 

Those speaking in favor of the ma- 
jority report and continued support of 
the NCC included Alex W. Hunter, New 
Orleans; C. Groshon Gunn, Little Rock; 
George Lang, Tuscaloosa, Ala.; Roland 
M. Frye, Emory University, Ga.; George 
D. Jackson, Winchester, Va.; Stephen T. 
Harvin, Jacksonville, Fla. Dr. Hunter 
said from past experience it is clear that 
sending this question to the presbyteries 
would cause far more difficulties than to 
settle it at the Assembly level. He said 
the overtures come from the same pres- 
byteries that have sent them for many 
years. He mentioned vast quantities of 
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propaganda sent out on the subject before 
the Assembly. He said you can predict 
what would happen if this went to the 
presbyteries. The presbyteries would re- 
turn a favorable vote as they have before. 
This is no new issue; it is simply taking 
up the same one that is pushed by a 
minority in the church. 

Dr. Gunn said he was one who voted 
to leave the Council in 1931 in an effort 
to avoid difficulties that had been pointed 
out, but, he said, “The Spirit of God was 
not pleased. It didn’t last. We are not 
perfect. We have our differences, but 
a church as big as ours can have differ- 
ences and not be broken by them. To 
submit this issue to the presbyteries 
would mean that we would have as many 
fires blazing as we have presbyteries. It 
is like leaf-burning in the fall of the 
year. Soon the whole yard will be on 
fire.” 

He used an illustration to point out 
that the noise made about this subject is 
disproportionate to the numbers actually 
involved in which some people felt that 
he referred to his opposition as “old 
croakers,” which he emphatically denied. 
He said, I have pledged myself to pre- 
serve the peace and harmony of the 
church and I am going to do that if I 
can. I am going to vote to settle this 
tonight. 
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Dr. Jackson said this is a decision 
that is to be made by the General As- 
sembly and not by presbyteries. This is 
Presbyterian procedure in this matter, but 
we might accede to the request if it 
would bring peace. In 1947 this was 
submitted to the presbyteries and they 
voted almost 3-1, but it did not bring 
peace. He said, I strongly protest the 
suggestion of economic pressure in regard 
to this issue. 

Dr. Lang, retired professor of the 
University of Alabama, captivated the 
Assembly and it seemed impossible to 
stop him at the end of the ten minutes 
allowed. He referred to the teaching of 
the Confession of Faith on the nature 
of the church, emphasizing dependence 
“on each other’s gifts and graces” and 
the relations of Christians “unto all those 
who in every place call upon the name 
of the Lord Jesus.” He said, you cannot 
limit the circle of our denomination. We 
do not live in a vacuum. We are in a 
world where we are surrounded by 850,- 
000,000 Communists. The visible and 
invisible church, he said, are not two 
separate things. . . . If I had my way 
in settling the divorce question, I would 
glorify the loveliness of the home! But 
I am a bachelor! (Prolonged laughter.) 
There is nothing more wonderful than 
a home. 

The visible church, he said, demon- 
strates the love of Christians in their 
relationship to each other. 

At the conclusion of his remarks a 
large portion of the Assembly stood to 
applaud him. 

Dr. Frye spoke of his extensive activi- 
ties in laymen’s programs in the Na- 
tional Council. In the minority report, 
he said, we can recognize nothing here 
but vague, unsupported charges. “Thou 
shalt not bear false witness.” Not only 
are the charges irresponsible, but they 
are uninformed and basically un-Chris- 
tian. We have cast in our lots with each 
other. If those who wish to find a per- 
fect church could find one, it would not 
be the Presbyterian. . . . We cannot do 
something to tear ourselves from our 
Christian brethren. . . . The Presbyterian 
and reformed tradition puts us in the 
forefront of cooperative Christian work; 
it is relevant to the total life of man; of 
course, it calls for the mixing of reli- 
gion and politics. When John Knox stood 
before Mary, Queen of Scots, he declared, 
“T am a citizen, Madam.” 

Dr. Harvin pointed out that while a 
few presbyteries had sent up overtures, 
many others had declined to do so. The 
one from Mr. Casey, he said, had been 
submitted to his presbytery and was 
turned down. It came then as a com- 
munication from Mr. Casey, who is a 
member of the presbytery without a 
charge, but the communication did not 
declare that it had been submitted to the 
presbytery and refused. 

Mr. Hooker’s was the final speech and 
at that time an effort was made by Mr. 


White to secure a roll-call vote. One- 
third of the commissioners are required 
for a roll call, but only 32 favored it. 
When a counted vote was taken the 
minority report was defeated 341-116, 
after which the majority report was 
adopted by voice vote. 

The Assembly provided that the Mod- 
erator, Dr. Thompson, should be sent to 
the centennial celebration of the Presby- 
terian Church in Brazil in Rio de Ja- 
neiro, August 12. 

A special committee named to acknowl- 
edge the greetings brought by Mr. Al- 
varez from the National Presbyterian 
Church of Mexico reported through Gen- 
eral Council Secretary James G. Patton 
calling for the Mexican flag to be placed 
on exhibit in the Historical Foundation 
at Montreat, N. C., and for a framed seal 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., to be 
sent to the Mexican church. 

Following this John B. Dickson, Tam- 
pa, Fla., moved that the Assembly es- 
tablish a practice each year of presenting 
such a framed seal to the host church 
suitably inscribed and signed by the 
Moderator. This was adopted. 


Christian Education 


The report on Christian Education was 
presented by Charles E. Raynal, Jr., 
Clemson, S. C. It recognized that the 
necessary governing bodies have approved 
the plan for the joint ownership and 
control of Austin Seminary by Presby- 
terian, U. S., and U. P. USA, with con- 
sideration to be given by the Indian- 
apolis Assembly this month. Columbia 
Seminary’s present financial campaign 
was reported with encouragement with 
hopes that gifts will exceed $20 per mem- 
ber in the supporting area. Plans for 
the early removal of Louisville Seminary 
to a new campus were reported favorably. 
The continuing education program at 
Union Seminary was marked as render- 
ing a significant service to the church as 
a whole. 

This report was being considered by 
the Assembly after ten o’clock at night, 
but an earlier effort to adjourn has been 
overwhelmed. Christian Education Ex- 
ecutive Secretary Marshall C. Dendy 
outlined some of the important efforts in 
the program which he heads. He pointed 
with enthusiasm to the approaching pub- 
lication of the Layman’s Bible Commen- 
tary, which he termed the “most ambi- 
tious publishing venture in the church’s 
entire history.” The cost of this series 
of commentaries on the entire Bible was 
reported at $264,000. 

There was no objection to the proposed 
change of the name of the General As- 
sembly’s Training School in Richmond, 
Va. As requested by the trustees, the 
Assembly changed the name to “Presby- 
terian School of Christian Education, 
Inc.” A sub-title will be “Presbyterian 
Church, U. S.,” and the motto “Appoint- 
ed to Serve” will be retained. 

After a long and involved day the 
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Assembly adjourned at 10:30 p. m. 


TUESDAY 


The final session of the Assembly 
moved rapidly to its close following the 
period of worship led by Vance Barron, 
Chapel Hill, N. C. 

John S. McMullen, Columbia, Mo., 
reported for Church Extension (OvutT- 
Look, Apr. 20). Although 50 new church- 
es were organized during the past year, 
many new areas that are now opening 
up were underscored. 


Loan Plan 


Of major significance in this report 
was a loan plan designed to make avail- 
able far larger sums of money than be- 
fore. Instead of providing money di- 
rectly for construction purposes, the 
Board will establish a reserve to guaran- 
tee against losses. Loans will then be 
secured from banks or other financial 
agencies over the Board’s guarantee. In 
the past, approximately $300,000 has 
been available for annual grants. Now 
this sum can be used as a guarantee fund 
to make possible $2,000,000 in loans. 

Since final action by the Board will 
be required in addition to a charter 
change, this new step cannot begin oper- 
ating before summer or later. There 
are two banks now involved in the plan, 
but it is possible that other lending in- 
stitutions may participate. 

After this was approved, the Modera- 
tor, who served for nine years on the 
Board of Church Extension, said this 
step “may be one of the most far-reach- 
ing decisions this Assembly or others has 
taken.” 

Efforts looking toward an enlarged 
service by the new Division of Homes 
and Christian Welfare were commended 
and the staffing of this division as soon 
as possible was urged. 

Favorable comments were made on the 
pre-Assembly conference for chaplains 
in the armed forces and Veterans’ Ad- 
ministration with the expressed hope that 
this may be continued. Full support was 
given to plans for the “Presbyterian Mis- 
sion to the Nation” in 1961, which will 
be in cooperation with other major Pres- 
byterian bodies of the country. 

The Assembly, without discussion, ap- 
proved recommendations growing out of 
a number of overtures from last year in 
regard to emphasis on the church’s work 
with people in industry. The Board of 
Church Extension was authorized to se- 
cure staff personnel for work in this area 
and other agencies of the church were 
encouraged to help meet the opportunity. 

There was approval without discussion 
of the Board’s answer to an overture call- 
ing for an enlargement of the church’s 
territorial boundaries where the Board 
replied that no additional step is needed 
in this regard, as it called synods and 
presbyteries “to extend their work to the 
limit of their ability wherever there are 
contiguous unchurched areas.” 
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TRAV 


In connection with the report on Tele- 
vision, Radio and Audio-Visuals by Ro- 
land M. Frye, of Emory University, Ga., 
the new executive secretary of this agen- 
cy, Ernest J. Arnold, was introduced. 

In his remarks to the Assembly Dr. 
Arnold said each generation must use the 
facilities at hand. For us, by electronics 
we may enter the homes and hearts of 
millions. Practically speaking, the quick- 
est way to the uttermost parts of the 
earth today is by electronics. Television 
offers what is probably the greatest op- 
portunity for the church’s teaching since 
the printing of the Bible. Our church is 
in an enviable position because (1) it 
is in a part of the nation where a positive 
Protestant message is welcomed; (2) it 
has had the leadership of John M. Alex- 
ander in the establishment of the Protes- 
tant Radio and Television Center, the 
only denominationally-owned production 
and distribution center in the world; (3) 
the 1958 Assembly set up the machinery 
through which this opportunity may be 
approached. 

All boards and agencies were called 
upon to make “the fullest possible use 
of this recognized and effective means 
of carrying out the ‘Great Commission’ ” 
and synods, presbyteries and churches 
were urged to make greater use of the 
materials and services of TRAV. 

In addition, TRAV was encouraged, 
in cooperation with other boards and 
agencies, to make “wider use of really 
great religious art in the life and teach- 
ings of the church.” 

No discussion was occasioned by the 
presentation of the report on the Minister 
and His Work by William J. Fogleman, 
Little Rock, Ark., with its approval of 
the annual report of the permanent com- 
mittee (OuTLOoK, Apr. 27). 


Christian Relations 


Christian Relations matters were pre- 
sented by Samuel W. Newell, Jr., David- 
son, N. C., consisting chiefly of the per- 
mament committee’s report, “The Min- 
istry of Reconciliation” (OvuTLOOK, 
March 23). 

The permanent committee’s report was 
accompanied by two dissents—by Frank 
Alfred Mathes of Coral Gables, Fla., and 
Judge Leon F. Hendrick, Jackson, Miss. 
Along with the approval of the standing 
committee was filed the dissent of W. J. 
Love of Columbus, Miss. This report 
calls for a practice of reconciliation in 
all areas of family and social relation- 
ships. 

The Presbytery of Concord (N. C.) 
had overtured the Assembly: 

“To re-tmphasize its unqualified disap- 
proval of the Roman Catholic principle 
of union of church and state, and its sys- 
tem of propaganda; that it warn its young 
people against contracting marriages with 
members of the Roman Catholic Church; 
and that it warn the members of our 
church of the dangers which a Roman 
Catholic government would pose to the 


American nation.” 


The committee and the Assembly an- 
swered this overture by reaffirming pre- 
vious statements on the separation of 
church and state and by providing copies 
of the 1946 statement dealing with the 
question of marriage between Presbyte- 
rians and Roman Catholics. In this pas- 
toral letter Presbyterians are advised “to 
refrain from marriage with Roman Cath- 
olics as long as the demands and rulings 
of that church remain unchanged.” 

Two items for study as requested in 
overtures from Potomac and Brazos Pres- 
byteries were acted upon favorably. The 
former urged a study of the Christian’s 
attitude toward participation in modern 
war. This was enlarged so as to include 
not only participation, but also preven- 
tion and other phases of involvement in 
warfare. 

Vance Barron, Chapel Hill, N. C., 
sought special permission, requesting 
that a telegram be sent to the President, 
with copies to the Secretary of State and 
chairman of the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission, expressing the Assembly’s “grave 
concern over the present threat to human 
welfare from radiation resulting from 
the testing of nuclear weapons”’ and as- 
suring government leaders of “support 
in your efforts to secure the cessation of 
such weapons testings as will further 
endanger the health and lives of all peo- 
ple. We pray that you may be upheld 
and guided by Almighty God in these 
and all other efforts to secure the peace 
and well being of mankind.” 

In view of the late hour at which this 
was introduced (Monday noon is the 
deadline, without special permission) and 
since a committee could not study the 
possible implications, the Assembly de- 
clined to act on this. 

In the study of the Christian and 
modern warfare the permanent commit- 
tee is authorized to seek assistance from 
specialists as may be desired. 

The Brazos Presbytery overture was 
approved, calling for a Christian Rela- 
tions Committee study of the “Christian 
attitude toward capital punishment.” 


Christianity and Health 


The last of the standing committee re- 
ports was on Christianity and Health, 
presented by Tom F. Montgomery, 
Huntsville, Texas. The permanent com- 
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mittee’s study (OuTLooK, Apr. 13) call- 
ing for increasing cooperation between 
doctors and ministers was approved. 
These additional suggestions were made 
for the future work of the committee: (1) 
Possible closer relations to the practice 
of psychiatry; (2) efforts toward a great- 
er understanding between doctors, nurses 
and ministers; (3) cooperation between 
ministers and hospital administrators; 
(4) preparation of material for public 
services of intercession and thanksgiving 
with reference to the sick and their fam- 
ilies; (5) the relation of Biblical heal- 
ing and healing today. 

In the closing moments the Assembly 
heard J. A. Boyd, Abingdon, Va., say 
this would probably be his last Assem- 
bly as he appealed to commissioners to 
take the necessary time for devotional 
discipline. O. L. Ligon, Jr., Sabot, Va., 
urged assistance for church agencies and 
missions in the collection of small de- 
nominational commemorative stamps 


... for Gifts 


e WEDDING 
e ANNIVERSARY 
e GRADUATION 


$1.75 (cloth) 
$1.25 (gift binding, boxed, with 
marriage certificate) 


which are useful and of value to them. 
The Stated Clerk, Dr. Scott, praised 
the Druid Hills church which he said 
had provided people about ten-deep for 
every position in entertaining the As- 
sembly. Special tribute was paid by the 
Assembly to Carl J. Olson, who had 
charge of all of the Druid Hills program. 
The committee on thanks reported 
through Ronald S. Wilson, Miami, Fla. 
Robert W. Kirkpatrick told the As- 
sembly that tape recordings of various 
features of the pre-Assembly conference 
and of some Assembly features are avail- 
able for free loan or purchase from the 
Reigner library of recordings at Union 
Seminary, 3401 Brook Road, Richmond 
27, Va. If desired for purchase they may 
be secured immediately—three addresses 
by David H. C. Read, New York, on one 
reel for $5.00; another reel containing 
two addresses by Charles L. King and 
two by H. Louis Patrick, $7.50, or both 
reels for $12.00. 


Enthusiastic Reviews 


e “Beautifully printed on high quality paper, 
attractively bound .. . this is the best mar- 
riage booklet we’ve seen yet. Ideal for... 
gift to the newly married. It is filled with 
Christian spirituality and common sense.”— 
Baptist Leader. 


@ “A beautiful little book on Christian mar- 
riage, useful not only to those who are look- 
ing forward to marriage, but also to those 


who are already married, and are eager to 
keep their marriage on the high level of the 
Christian way of life."—The Witness (Epis- 
copal) 


e “A pastor could not make a better invest- 
ment in the future stability of the marriage 
he solemnizes than to present From This Day 
Forward as a token of his continuing con- 
cern.”—The Christian-Evangelist. 


Order one or a dozen for readily available gifts 
At your bookseller’s or 


TO OUTLOOK PUBLISHERS 


512 E. Main Street, Richmond 19, Va. 
Please send me FROM THIS DAY FORWARD, by Kenneth J. Foreman 


copy(s) @ $1.75 (cloth) 
copy(s) @ $1.25 (paper, gift binding) 
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Also available are the retiring Mod- 
erator’s address and the Sunday morning 
and Sunday night services—on free loan, 
or $5 for purchase. 

The Moderator expressed his thanks 
to the Assembly as he said: 

“I should like to thank you for the hon- 
or you have bestowed on me in electing 
me as your Moderator and for the courtesy 
which you have shown me during the 
meetings of the Assembly. 

“I should like at the same time to ask 
your pardon for any mistakes that I have 
made. 

“We will agree, I think, that this meet- 
ing of the General Assembly has been an 
inspiring one—this is the word which I 
have heard more than any other. 

“We can rejoice that nothing was said 
to mar our fellowship or to destroy our 
love, and little for which we need to be 
ashamed. 

“There have been differences, of course, 
as there will always be when any group 
of men—Presbyterians or non-Presbyte- 
rians—meet together. But it must be 
apparent to everyone that the unities 
which bind us are greater—infinitely 
greater—than the differences which divide 
us. 

“During the year which lies ahead we 
shall move forward unitedly to accom- 
plish the great tasks which have been set 
before us, including the mighty evange- 
listic enterprise which shall more and 
more absorb our attention. 

“It is my prayer now, as it has been 
in the past, that we shall have unity in 
essentials, liberty in non-essentials, love 
in all things.” 


The concluding worship was led by 
Oswald Delgado, Winter Park, Fla., as 
the Assembly concluded with the singing 
of “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name,” 
the announcement of its next meeting at 
the Riverside church, Jacksonville, Fla., 
April 28, 1960, and the benediction by 
the Moderator. 

Adjournment had come by 11:35 a.m. 


Church Colleges Get 
Foundation Grants 


NEW YorK (RNS)—Eighteen church- 
related colleges and universities were 
among those receiving grants under a 
$2,350,000 Aid-To-Education program 
of the United States Steel Foundation. 

Awarded the largest amount among 
the church schools was the Catholic 
University of America, Washington, 
D.C., which received a total of $100,000. 
The amount will be allotted over a five- 
year period. 

Grants ranging from $10,000 to $20,- 
000 each were made to 13 Protestant and 
two Roman Catholic colleges. 

Presbyterian institutions receiving the 
$10-20,000 gifts included: Davis and 
Elkins College (W. Va.); Rocky Moun- 
tain (Mont.); Trinity University (Tex- 
as); and Waynesburg (Pa.). 

* ok x 
STUDY ALWAYS to have joy, for it 
befits not the servant of God to show 


before his brother or another sadness or 
a troubled face.—FRANCIs OF ASSISI. 
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The Blindness of Injustice 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for May 24, 1959 
1 Kings 11:9—12:33 Printed Text, 12:12-20 


The topic of our lesson this week— 
“The Blindness of Injustice’—is sug- 
gestive. Is the individual or the nation 
or a clique within a nation which acts 
unjustly blind—not only to the needs and 
interests of others, but also to his own 
needs and interests? Our lesson this 
week offers us material for an answer. 


Il. The Crisis 

Solomon, the son of David and Bath- 
sheba, and father of Rehoboam, was a 
wise and brilliant ruler who brought Is- 
rael to the height of its material splen- 
dor. So his contemporaries thought. But 
Solomon’s magnificence, which attracted 
the attention and won the admiration of 
distant potentates, like the Queen of 
Sheba, was based, as we have seen, on 
ruinous taxation of the well-to-do, and 
the forced labor, the practical serfdom 
of the poor (1 Kings 5:13-17; 9:15, 23). 

Before Solomon’s death ugly disaffec- 
tion had begun to raise its head. Hadad 
in Edom and Rezon in Syria had capital- 
ized on the restlessness of the provinces 
(1 Kings 11:14-25). Much more serious 
was the treachery of Jeroboam, one of the 
king’s most trusted civil servants, placed 
by him in charge of the labor battalions 
drawn from the tribe of Ephraim. In- 
spired by Ahijah, leader of the prophetic 
party, and a member of Solomon’s cabi- 
net, convinced by him and by his own 
observations that ten of the twelve tribes 
were ready for revolt, Jeroboam “lifted 
up his hand against the king” (11:26). 
His action, however, was ill-considered 
and premature. Solomon crushed the in- 
cipient rebellion, and Jeroboam fled to 
Egypt, where he was protected by Shi- 
shak, king of Egypt, who saw in him a 
helpful ally. 

When Solomon finally died, Reho- 
boam, his son, naturally expected to suc- 
ceed him on the throne. But there was 
as yet no settled rule of succession to the 
kingdom of Israel; and certainly no man, 
whether of the house of David or not, 
could expect as a matter of course to in- 
herit Solomon’s crown. The consent of 
the people must be won, or at least their 
acquiescence secured. Saul was accepted 
by the people after he had been nom- 
inated by the prophet (1 Sam. 11:14- 
15); David was formally made king by 
the northern tribes (2 Sam. 5:1-3). Sol- 
omon secured their recognition by the 
promptness and vigor with which his 
supporters acted while his father was yet 
alive (1:1—2:12). Rehoboam, accord- 
ingly, went to Shechem in order to be 
accepted as king by the northern tribes. 
This town was well situated for a meet- 
ing of the representatives of all the peo- 
ple. It was in the center of the land 
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between Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim, in 
the territory of Ephraim, the most power- 
ful of the northern tribes. 

There Rehoboam met the representa- 
tives of all the tribes, expecting them to 
confirm promptly his succession to the 
throne. The temper of these representa- 
tives of the people, however, is indicated 
by the fact that they sent posthaste for 
Jeroboam, whose defense of their rights 
had not been forgotten, and evidently set 
him forth as their spokesman in the ne- 
gotiations that followed. The people were 
willing to accept Rehoboam as their king, 
but only on one condition, that the op- 
pressive yoke of Solomon’s government 
be lightened. Specifically, they offered 
him the kingdom if he would pledge him- 
self to abolish, or at any rate to relax, 
the claim to demand the compulsory serv- 
ice from his subjects so rigidly enforced 
by Solomon, and to reduce the heavy 
taxes by which his luxurious establish- 
ment had been maintained. According 
to the Septuagint, the delegates complain- 
ed that Solomon “made the meats of his 
table grievous to us.” Evidently they 
were not willing that their liberties 
should be crushed in order that Solomon 
and his coterie should wallow in luxury. 

And yet they were not revolutionists. 

“The abolition of forced labor and a 
reduction of taxation would, so far as 
appears, have contented them; they had 
no thought of a revolt; they probably ex- 
pected that their moderate demands [as 
they considered them] would be cheerfully 
granted, and that the young king would 
be glad to purchase the popularity which 
most princes desire on their coronation 
day by the making of a few promises, 


which need not perhaps be altogether ir- 
revocable.” 


ll. The Choice 


“The young king perceived, or those 
who were about him suggested to him, 
that the matter was one which required 
deliberation. Prerogative was in ques- 
tion, and prerogative is naturally dear 
to kings, nor have there ever been want- 
ing sticklers for prerogative among the 
hangers-on of a court, more loath to yield 
one jot or one tittle of it than the kings 
themselves. Persons of this class, no 
doubt, pointed out to Rehoboam that it 
was no light matter that was in question, 
but really the very character of the mon- 
archy. 

“Solomon had won for himself the priv- 
ilege which the great monarchs of the 
East have always enjoyed, and which was 
at the time possessed and exercised by the 
kings both of Egypt and Assyria, the 
privilege of exacting from their subjects 
as much forced labor as they pleased. Was 
his successor to surrender the right the 
moment it was objected to? If he did, 
might not further demands be made? 
Might not the royal power be gradually 





cramped and limited, until it became a 
mere shadow and ceased to secure to the 
nation the benefits with a view to which 
it had been set up? At any rate, the sub- 
ject was one for grave debate, and it was 
probably felt to be a quite reasonable 
reply when Rehoboam returned answer to 
his discontented subjects that he would 
communicate to them his decision on the 
third day” (Rawlinson, in The Kings of 
Israel and Judah). 

First of all, Rehoboam sought the ad- 
vice of the old men who had stood around 
the throne of his father. These old men 
advised crafty moderation. As Skinner 
says, “They recommend a politic and 
conciliatory answer, but not necessary a 
considerate administration.”” A few con- 
cessions and gracious words, they suggest, 
would win the people and enable the 
monarch ultimately to do what he chose. 
“If you will be a servant to this people 
today,” they said [that is, if you will 
yield to their demands, or appear to yield 
just now], “and speak ‘good words’ to 
them” [that is, make some beautiful 
promises |, “then they will be your serv- 
ants forever.” (12:7) 

Maclaren comments: 

“It was the lower kind [of wisdom] 
which the old counselors of his father 
gave him—that wisdom which is mere 
cunning directed to selfish ends and care- 
less of honor or truth. ‘Flatter them to- 
day, speak them fair, promise what you 
do not mean to keep, and then, when you 
are firm in the saddle, let them feel bit 
and spur.’ That was all these grey-headed 
men had learned. If that was what passed 
for ‘wisdom’ in Solomon’s latter days, we 
need not wonder at revolt. To act on such 
motives is bad enough, but to put them 
into plain words, and offer them as the 
rule of the king’s conduct, is a depth of 
cynical contempt for truth and kingly 
honor that indicates only too clearly how 
rotten the state of Israel was.” 


How about the promises made by mod- 
ern politicians? Is it good politics to 
give campaign pomises that you know 
cannot be fulfilled? Richard L. Neu- 
berger, writing in Harper's Magazine 
a decade ago, said: 

“The temptation (of the political can- 
didate) to pussyfoot, to evade and parry 
rather than to voice one’s candid opinion, 
is so overwhelming that the experience 
will surely torment any except the flintiest 
conscience. .. . Candidates are timid and 
evasive because such conduct is politically 
profitable. I might say we aré cowards 
literally in self-defense.” 


His point was that the average voter 
will vote against a candidate if he dis- 
agrees with him on any issue, no matter 
how many points of agreement there may 
be. 

“And politicians know that one active 
enemy, constantly at the telephone or but- 
tonholing acquaintances, can do damage 
to a candidacy which twenty indifferent 
supporters never offset. ... ‘Say nothing, 
and say it well,’ I was advised by a United 
States Senator who interested himself in 
my embryonic political career.” 


That was the advice of Solomon’s ex- 
perienced advisers. 
Farrar says: 


“Had Rehoboam been a man like David, 
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or even like Saul in his better days, he 
might have grappled to himself the af- 
fections of his people as with hoops of 
steel by seizing the opportunity of abating 
their burdens, and offering them a sincere 
assurance that he would study their peace 
and welfare above all. Had he been a 
man of ordinary intelligence he would 
have seen that the present was not the 
moment to exacerbate a discontent which 
was already dangerous. But the worldly 
wise counsel of the ‘elders’ of Solomon 
was utterly distasteful to a man who after 
long insignificance had just begun to 
feel the vertigo of autocracy. His sense 
of his rights was strong in exact propor- 
tion to his own worthlessness. He turned 
to the young men who had grown up with 
him, and who stood before him, aristo- 
cratic idlers in whom the insolent self- 
indulgence of an enervated society had 
expelled the old spirit of simple faithful- 
ness. Their answer was the sort of an- 
swer which Buckingham and Sedley might 
have suggested to Charles II in face of 
the demands of the Puritans, and it was 
founded on notions of inherent preroga- 
tive, and ‘the divine right of kings to 
govern wrong,’ such as the bishops might 
have instilled into James I at Hampton 
Court Conference or Archbishop Laud into 
Charles I. 

“*Threaten this insolent canaille,’ they 
said, ‘with your royal severity. Tell them 
you do not intend to give up your sacred 
right to enforced labor such as your broth- 
er of Egypt has always enjoyed. Tell them 
that your little finger shall be thicker 
than your father’s loins, and that instead 
of his whips you will chastise them with 
leaded thongs. That is the way to show 
yourself a king.’” 


The young men, it appears, had read 
Rehoboam’s temper aright. He hearkened 
not unto the people, the writer says, be- 
cause “it was a turn of affairs brought 
about by the Lord.” But God does not 
deal arbitrarily with the sons of men. 
Rehoboam “hearkened not unto the peo- 
ple” because he thought only of his own 
prerogatives, because he thought only of 
how he might exploit the people, make 
profit out of their necessity and not at 
all of how he might serve them. God has 
ordained that such men, whether they 
be capitalists or politicians or labor 
leaders, will ultimately bring disaster 
upon themselves, upon their class, and 
even upon the nation. (Must we always 
hearken unto the people? When is it 
wrong to do so, when is it wrong not to 
do so?) 


ll. The Consequences 

There had always been a jealousy be- 
tween the northern tribes led by Ephraim 
and the southern tribe of Judah. Stung 


by the contemptuous tones of Rehoboam 
and utterly alienated by his arrogance, 
the northern tribes proceeded to throw 
off their allegiance to the throne of David, 
who after all, belonged to Judah rather 
than to themselves. The only northerners 
who remained loyal to Rehoboam were 
“the people of Israel who dwelt in the 
cities of Judah,” for the most part men 
in the service of the royal house, or men 
who had been received into special favor 
by David or Solomon. 

“Still failing to appreciate the situation 
and imagining that compromise was even 
yet possible, Rehoboam resolved on one 
more effort to prevent the disruption and 
sent an envoy, no doubt with an offer 
of some sort of compromise, to his re- 
volted subjects; but with the wrong- 
headedness which characterized all his 
proceedings at this period of his life he 
selected for envoy one of the persons most 
obnoxious to the malcontents. no other 
than his father’s chief director of the 
forced labors, which were so unpopular— 
Adoram or Adoniram (1 Kings 12:18; 2 
Chronicles 10:18). The rebels seem to 
have considered that this was adding 
insult to injury; and without waiting to 
hear the terms which Adoniram had to 
offer, they threw him down and stoned 
him to death. Deeply shocked and alarm- 
ed for his own safety, Rehoboam mounted 
his chariot and quitting Shechem, fled 
hastily to Jerusalem.” 


Here he planned to win back his lost 
territory by military force. He was only 
prevented by the public and effective pro- 
test of the prophets who were the reli- 
gious leaders of Judah, which alone re- 
mained faithful to the Davidic dynasty. 

“Thus David’s grandson found that his 
kingdom over a people had shrunk to the 
headship of a tribe, with a sort of nom- 
inal suzerainty over Edom and a part of 
Philistia. He was reduced to the com- 
parative insignificance of David’s own 
position during the first seven years when 
he was only king over Hebron.” 

The division of the Kingdom lasted 
for 253 years until Israel, the northern 
nation, was carried captive, and Judah 
(the Jews) remained alone as the bearers 
of the “Promise.” During much of this 
time both kingdoms were weakened by 
internecine wars. Rehoboam himself died 
at the age of 58, after having reigned in 
Jerusalem for 17 years, and was suc- 
ceeded by his son Abijah. 


For Further Consideration 
Rehoboam made a foolish choice and 

lost a kingdom. Not all choices have 

such far-reaching consequences, but there 
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are some that are critical for all our 
future, and, it may be, the future of 
many others. What are some of these 
critical choice would you say? Can we 
always know what choices are the most 
significant? “Every decision is a chal- 
lenge; every choice a matter of serious 
importance,” one remarks. “The foolish- 
ness of this king should warn us against 
(any) hasty and ill-advised decisions.” 

What were the factors which led to 
Rehoboam’s foolish choice? What would 
you add to the following: 

1. His home training. Says Rawlin- 
son: 

“The court of Solomon, where such 
wealth, such luxury and such unrestricted 
polygamy were rife, was not a school apt 
for the formation of a strong or self- 
reliant character. .. . Unfortunately Re- 
hoboam’s father, during the last years of 
his life, at least, was selfish, autocratic, 
and in the true sense irreligious. His 
mother, a woman of Ammon (14:21) was 
evidently a heathen. No doubt something 
of the weakness of the character of Re- 
hoboam can be traced back to them as 
well as to his environment. Ultimately, 
of course, Rehoboam must stand the re- 
sponsibility of his own failure, but it is 
worth our while to think about the respon- 
sibility of parents. Many a father who has 
made his own way in the world finds that 
his son develops his faults and loses his 
virtues.” 

2. Rehoboam “took counsel with the 
young men that were grown up with 
him.” Plainly he took advice from the 
wrong source. If you were faced with a 
problem in your life which you thought 
was too great for you to solve, to what 
kind of person or persons would you 
turn for advice? Whose advice do you 
generally follow? 

3. Rehoboam was a man who was 
naturally arrogant and fond of his own 
authority, and bound to exercise it. Such 
men are seldom popular. It is difficult 
for them to succeeed in any sphere of 
life. (Am I arrogant in my home, my 
business, my church ?) 

4. Rehoboam deliberately rejected the 
ideal of service. He would not serve the 
people, but he would have them serve 
him. He was more concerned with his 
rights, the prerogatives which had come 
down to him from the past than he was 
with his obligations. He thought only of 
the gain he might wring from the people. 
He did not believe in collective bargain- 
ing. He “hearkened not unto the people.” 

Do we have men like Rehoboam today 
in industry, in politics, in the church, in 
international affairs? What attitude 
should a modern industrialist take to- 
ward labor? What is the purpose of gov- 
ernment? What should be our own per- 
sonal ideal, as our job touches the lives 
of our fellowmen? In the last analysis, 
the question which forced itself upon 
Rehoboam does force itself upon us. 
What advice do we follow—that which is 
best for us, for our fellowmen, or that 


which fits in best with our desires? 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 
sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


ARKANSAS ACCREDITATION 
HERALDED IN CELEBRATION 


Joy reigned on the campus of Arkansas 
College in Batesville when word was 
telephoned recently from Chicago that 
this institution along with 15 others had 
been admitted to the North Central As- 
sociation of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. A holiday of celebration en- 
sued, with tributes paid those who have 
worked to bring about major advances 
leading to full accreditation. Paul M. 
McCain is Arkansas’ president. 

In the past 12 years six major build- 
ings valued at more than $1,000,000 have 
been erected, the endowment fund has 
increased $300,000 and extensive im- 
provements have been made to the li- 
brary, laboratories and campus landscap- 
ing, along with curriculum changes. 

A parade through the streets of Bates- 
ville lasted more than an hour, with 
townspeople joining in the celebration 
and the next day a delegation from the 
town and college met Dr. McCain at 
nearby Newport upon his return from 
Chicago. 





* * * 


The Arkansas College choir is now 
featuring the singing of the Psalms, along 
with “the authentic music and words 
that composed the worship of Calvin and 
Knox.” Henry E. Acklen, Forrest City, 
Ark., pastor, wrote the narrative used 
with the program which the choir pre- 
sents. 

x * * 

Work has begun on the first segment 
of the campus of the Consolidated Pres- 
byterian College in Laurinburg, N. C. 
This project includes a dam and a 70- 
acre lake, costing approximately $50,000. 
The lake will form the central part of 
the campus. Opening of the college is 
scheduled for the fall of 1960. 

e 6 © 

At Peace College (N. C.) the project 
for the annual Week of Sharing this year 
was support of a medical mobile clinic 
in the rural areas of India. 

e 2 Ss 

A comprehensive survey of the 28 
church-related and independent colleges 
in the North Carolina Council of Church- 
Related Colleges has been authorized by 
that body. The survey committee will 
suggest guides for the development of the 
curriculum and for the improvement of 
physical plants. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders 
DISCOUNT for 3 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
tions, 15%, 12 insertions, 20%. 


FOR SALE 


MODERN 3 BEDROOM, two bath cottage, 
Montreat, N. C. Garage, maid quarters. 

Ideal location on Va. Rd. at Ala. $12,500. 

Contact T. B. Warren, Allendale, S. C. 
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Renaissance of Excellence 


By THOMAS SPRAGENS 


I pledge to you my best efforts in pur- 
suing the proper and urgent goals of the 
institution, my desire always to act only 
in the interest of our essential purposes, 
and my readiness to stand aside when- 
ever other leadership seems more to be 
desired. Centre has been deeply com- 
mitted to the ideal of the liberal educa- 
tion as essential to the realization of 
man’s destiny. Implicit in all Centre’s 
work is the Christian conviction that man 
is created in the image of God; that the 
distinctive attributes of man’s essential 
nature are his unique powers of reason 
and of imagination; and that the reali- 
zation of his purpose and of his very be- 



















by Georgia Harkness 


| BELIEVE 


IN MAN 
by Frederick K. Stamm 


In this brief volume, Dr. 
Stamm suggests how Christians 
today can answer the ever-abid- 
ing question, “What is man that 
thou art mindful of him?” $1.50 


YOUTH PROGRAMS 





by Ruth Schroeder 


realization of God. 
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Order from your bookstore 


IN GREEN PASTURES 
by Jane Merchant 


Using the 23rd Psalm as her theme, prize- 
winning poet Jane Merchant begins these de- 
votions with a selection of scripture followed 
by a poem and an illuminating prayer. You 
will appreciate Miss Merchant's sensitivity 
and gift of expression. $1.50 


THE BIBLE SPEAKS TO DAILY NEEDS 


Each of these 86 meditations begins with a brief citation of a 
common need and is followed by scripture passages which answer 
that need. Questions for self-examination and a prayer close each 
devotion. These devotions differ from many others because they do 
not require the reader to look up the scripture, but are complete 
within themselves. For public or private use. $1.50 


ON NATURE THEMES 


23 complete programs for youth worship serv- 
ices. This is an excellent book for leaders who 
want an extremely useful collection of worship 
material that will guide young people to a fuller oc ¢CHROBDER 


ing requires the continuing development 
of these inherent powers in the pursuit of 
the fullness of Truth... . 


We know that the service to which 
we are called as a Christian college in 
this time is more important than ever 
before. We know that this accomplish- 
ment is ever more difficult. We believe 
that there is in the thinking of the Amer- 
ican people the seeds of a true renaissance 
of standards of excellence in all things, 
and particularly in education. We know 
that the sound development of our state 
and region are dependent upon our work. 
—From the inaugural address of the new 
president of Centre College (Ky.). 
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| BELIEVE 
IN THE CHURCH 


by Elmer G. Homrighausen 


A statement of the importance 
of the church in God’s plan by 
an. author who believes “We 
could not have Christianity with- 
out a church!” $1.50 


ae 


Youth 
Proe wns 
on 
Narre 
[hemes, 


eo 






$2.75 


PASEO E ALES HARES LEAR TOR RN BLT AR REE RA ER PUTA ODEABE RIB PED BED 






: 


ESSER SEN ECBO TGR ALD TE IR 





N=), [ei Ble), dd 


Publisher of THE INTERPRETER'S BIBLE 





15 





MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

J. Clyde Plexico, Jr., Cartersville, Ga., 
has accepted a call to the Waldensian 
church, Valdese, N. C. 

Lewis B. Metts, from Salisbury, N. C., 
to assistant pastor of the Olney church, 
Gastonia, N. C. 

John B. Withrow, Jr., from Fayetteville, 
N. C., to the Quaker Meadows church, 
Morganton, N. C. 

Paul A. Horne, Lancaster, S. C., will 
become pastor of the New Salem, Stony 
Point, and Clio churches, Statesville, 
N. C., June 1. 

Robert B. Woodworth, from Moon Run, 
Pa., to Box 67, Moorefield, W. Va. 

James S. R. Tippens, from Cullman, 
Ala., to Rt. 2, Box 443AA. Oxford, Ala. 

Sterling J. Edwards, Jr., from the Park 
Circle Church, N. Charleston, S. C., to 
New College, The Mound, Edinburgh, 
Scotland, where he will complete resi- 
dence requirements for a Ph.D. Degree. 

Richard K. Johnson, from Leland, N. C. 
to Westminster church, 2505 Belvedere 
Dr., Wilmington, N. C. 

Charlies W. Moore, from Elkins, W. Va., 
to the Bridgewater, Va., and Dayton 
churches. 

O. M. McNeill, from Helvetia, W. Va., 
to the Scarbro, W. Va., and Summerlee 
churches. 

W. E. Lytch, Newell, N. C., will become 
pastor of the Yanceyville, N. C., and 
Bethesda churches. 

William E. Link, from Grifton, N. C., to 
the McColl, S. C., church. 

Edgar D. Byers, from Goldsboro, N. C., 
to the Effingham, S. C., church. 

John R. Hay, Ahoskie, N. C., is retiring 
from the active pastorate May 31. 

Norman Johnson has submitted his 
resignation as pastor of the First church, 
Rocky Mount, N. C., effective August 31. 

J. F. Austin from Odessa, Texas, to 3821 
Ave. F, Austin 5, Texas. 

John D. Fretwell, Jr., from Chalmette, 
La., to the Lake Providence, La., church 
June 1. 








Presbyterian, U. P. USA 

John Robert Topping, from Elmer], 
N. J., to the Garden Memorial church, 
1720 Minnesota Ave., S. E., Washington 
20, D. C. 

Laing W. Sibbert, from Bishop, Calif., 
to the Peace Memorial church, 4431 S. 
6th St., Klamath Falls, Oreg., June 15. 

Charles G. Skuce, Jr., from Youngs- 
town, Ohio, to A981 Eastview Dr., Allison 
Park, Pa., May 25. 

Chase H. Stafford, from Lyndhurst, 
N. J., to the Westminster church, Fresno, 
Calif. 

James E. Teener, from Wichita, Kans., 
to 29 8th St., E., Kalispell, Mont. 


U. P. USA NATIONAL MISSIONS 

Kenneth G. Neigh, chief executive offi- 
cer of the Presbytery of Detroit, has been 
named General Secretary of the United 
Presbyterian, USA, Board of National 
Missions to succeed Hermann N. Morse, 
who has served in that post for the past 
ten years and with the national program 
for 46 years. Dr. Neigh will begin his 
new work July 1. 
NATIONAL COUNCIL 

William Frye, White Plains, N. Y., lay- 
man, has been named director of the new 
Office of Information of the National 
Council of Churches. He was formerly 
deputy director of the Department of 
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Mass Communications of UNESCO in Paris, 
and at one time was Director of Public 
Information for the U. S. Defense De- 
partment. This appointment is a part of 
the new program under the direction of 
James W. Wine, associate general secre- 
tary for Public Interpretation. He is an 
Episcopalian. Donald C. Bolles, head of 
the former Office of Public Relations, has 
become assistant to the chairman of the 
New York City Housing Authority. 
Raymond A. Gray, formerly executive 
director of the Greater Flint (Mich.) 
Council of Churches, has become execu- 
tive director of the NCC Department of 
Overseas Union Churches. He is a minis- 
ter of the American Baptist Convention. 


MISSIONARY 

Dr. Stanley C. Topple, Avondale Es- 
tates, Ga., has been appointed a medical 
missionary to Korea for the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. He is to go to the field 
next fall. 


INDIANA HOME 

Roy E. Mueller, Indianapolis, Ind., has 
been named director of the Presbyterian 
National Missions Homes, Inc., at Lex- 
ington, Ind. Dr. Mueller has been execu- 
tive secretary of the Committee of Na- 
tional Missions of the Synod of Indiana 
for ten years. 


DEATHS 

Jason L. MacMillan, 77, pastor of the 
First church, Norfolk, Va., 1925-50, died 
in Norfolk Apr. 28. Dr. MacMillan came 
from the Reformed Church in America. 
He was Moderator of the Synod of Appa- 
lachia, 1920, and of the Synod of Virginia, 
1937. ; 

Thomas P. Horger, Jr., 71, died Apr. 
26 in a Clinton, S. C., hospital after a 
sudden heart attack. Originally of the 
A. R. Presbyterian Church, Mr. Hoger 
served in the U. S. Church since 1941. 

Roy Ewing Vale, 74, Moderator of the 
1944 USA Assembly in Chicago and long- 


time pastor of the Tabernacle church, 
Indianapolis, died Apr. 2 after suffering 
a heart attack while vacationing in Win- 
ter Park, Fla. 

Y. T. Brilioth, 67, former head of the 
State Lutheran Church of Sweden and a 
leader in the formation of the World 
Council of Churches, died Apr. 27 in an 
Uppsala hospital after a short illness. 


WEST POINT 

Theodore Cuyler Speers, Central church, 
New York City, has been named chaplain 
of the Corps of Cadets at the U. S. Mili- 
tary Academy effective in September. 


MARRIED 

Thomas William Apperson, Candor, 
N. C., and Doris Workman Lynch, Golds- 
boro, N. C., were married in Ware Shoals, 
S. C., Apr. 24. Mr. Apperson is pastor 
of the Candor church. His wife is a 
graduate of the Assembly’s Training 
School and formerly DCE in North Caro- 
lina churches. 

Mrs. Lex Kluttz, Charlotte, N. C., and 
Godfrey Hand Browne, Gastonia, N. C., 
were married May 1. They will make 
their home in Charlotte where Mrs. 
Browne will continue as manager of the 
Presbyterian Bookstore. 


U. S. CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Albert S. Tippit, formerly of Lubbock, 
Texas, has begun his new work as Direec- 
tor of Publicity for the Presbyterian, 
U. S., Board of Christian Education. Some 
of his immediate responsibilities will 
involve publicity for the forthcoming Lay- 
man’s Bible Commentary and the New 
Curriculum Improvement Program. 


FLORIDA COUNCIL 

Jack A. Davis, Methodist minister of 
Miami, will become executive secretary 
of the Florida Council of Churches, June 
1, with offices at 343 E. Adams St., Jack- 
sonville. 





FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 


Red Springs, North Carolina 


The Vardell Scholarships 


announces 


Write for information 
Dr. Price H. Gwynn, Jr. 








PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division of Consolidated Presbyterian College of Synod of N. C. 


Educational 
most valuable asset—our youth. 


Lous C. LaMotte, President 


excellence for our 


Maxton, North Carolina 








QUEENS COLLEGE 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 


A liberal arts program especially planned for women students 
A.B., B.S., and B.Mus. degrees ... full accreditation 
Presbyterian Church affiliation 


EDWIN R. WALKER, President 











Presbyterian e@ Coeducational 


and illustrated booklet. 
R. T. L. LISTON, President. 





Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. 
accredited. Four-year liberal arts. sciences, business, education. } 
FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: (1) Competitive, (2) Academic, 
(3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. 145-acre campus. Athletics. 
Dormitories. Summer session. Board, room, and tuition, $947. Catalog 


KING COLLEGE 


Founded 1867 
Fully 


Box P. Bristol, Tenn. 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 








